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throughout the Commonwealth, and of the
Supreme Court Judges in the State, and of
the Justices of the Commonwealth High
Court? He was a man eapable of clear and
sound judgment, and he considered neces-
sary a policy for a retiring age for stipen-
diary magistrates.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: That Bill was intro-
duced to give the magistrates some security
of office. They had none before.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: 1f it was a

sound principle to adopt in the case of the

President of the Arbitration Court, it is
equally sound in the case of Judge; of the
Supreme Court.

Hon. H. 8. W. Parker: The retiring age
of the President of the Arbitration Court
was fixed at 70 by the managers of the
conference.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: And was
accepted by managers representing this
House. ' :

Hon. J. J. Holmez: Of whom you were
one,

The CHIEF SECRETARY : And one
other member I know well. The policy of
fixing a retiving age for permanent judicial
officers has in different places not only re-
ceived the support of Gevernments and
members of Parliament, but also that of the
legal profession and of eminent individuals
whose opinion eommanded respect. In Vie-
toria the legal profession is unanimously
in favour of amending the Act to enable
Judges to be retired at the age of 70. Par-
liament has established the poliey in respect
of two out of three classes of permanent
Judicial officers in this State, and any
opposition to the extension of that poliey
to the remaining class is not only illogical,
but is definitely inconsistent with the marked
trend of modern poliey throughout many
parts of the British Empire including the
Mother Country itself. Members have
stressed the fact that many men are at the
zenith of their intellectual powers at 70
years of age, but does that entitle us to pre-
sume that all judges will retain that physi-
cal and mental alertness for many years
beyond that age? I do not think it does. 1
believe that we should make provision to re-
tire them before the decline sets in, not only
for the sake of the ecommunity, but for their
own sakes as well, so that they may be en-
abled to enjoy some measure of leisure
whilst still in full possession of all their
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taenities.
the Bill.

Question put, und a division taken with
the following result:—

J hope the House will not reject

Ayes ‘e . e T a9
Noes . .. .. R 4
Majority against .. .3
AYES.
Hon. L. Cralg Hon, J, M. Maciarlane
Hon. J. Drew Hon. R. G. Moore
Hon, G, Fraser Hou, L. Moore
Hon. E. H. Gray Houn. H. Tuckey
Hon. W. H. Kitson (Teller.)
Nozs.
Hon. E. H, Angelo Hen, H. 8. W, Parker
Hoen. V., Hamerslay Hoa. H. V. P:esse
Hon. J. J. Holmes ITon, H. Seddon
Hon, W. J. Mann Horn. {, H. Wittenoem
Han, G, W, Miles Hon, H. J. Yelland
Hon. J. Nicholson Hon. L. B. Bolion
LTettsr

Question thus negatived; the Bili defeated.

Hounse adjowrned «f 249 pan.

Legisiative Fiasembly,
Tuesday, 24th September, 1935.

PaoE
Minlsterial Statement, Ald to wheatgrowers . BO2
Bill: Traffic Act Amendment, 3r. .. 803
Aanoal Estlmates, 1935-36, Com. of Snpply .. 808

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

MINISTERIAL STATEMENRT—AID
TO WHEATGROWERS.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon. M,
F. Troy—Mi. Magnet) [4.32]: On Thurs-
day, the 12th September, in reply to a gues-
tion asked by the Leader of the Opposi-
tion, I stated that “The Commonwealth Acts
provide straightout payments of 3s. per
aere, and 9d. per bushel” I find this was
an error, and that the statement should have
tead, “3s. per acre, and 3d. per bushel.”
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BILL—TRAFFIC ACT AMENDMENT.

Read a third time and transmitted to the
Couneil,

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1935-36.

Debate reswmmed from the 19th September
on the Treasurer’s financial statement and
on the Anaunal Estimates; Mr. Sleeman in
the Chair,

Vote—Legislative Council, £1,742.

HON. N KEEENAN (Nedlands) (4.35]:
The Estimates before the Committee are the
Estimates of the revenne expected to he de-
rived from various sources, representing the
income of the Crown, and the Estimates of
the expenditure by the Crown for the vari-
ous serviees rendered by it. If all the items
of expenditure were items which but for the
expenditure of loan monevs would be met
ouf of revenue, the Estimates would be of
far more compelling interest.  There is,
however, not even a pretence nowadays, so
far as this or any other State Government
in Australia is conecerned, that this is so.
There remains, therefore, very little ground
for drawing a distinction between what are
revenue estimates and what are loan esti-
mates, It is in fact the case of a common
purse which is expected to meet, and to some
extent, does meet, all demands. Insofar as
‘that common purse is unable to meet the
total expenditure a deficit arvises. That
deficit has to be atiributed to revenue, be-
cause one cannot attribute a deficit to loan.
By this intertwining one ean present any
complexion one desires upon the budgetary
position. A very apposite example of that
was given recently in another place. The
Fremantle Harbour Trust collects consider-
able revenue by way of tolis and charges,
and that revenue in the first place is pri-
marily nsed and intended to be used to de-
fray the expense of condueting the harbour,
and secondly to defray the expense of re-
newals or extension of the harbour. But
£80,000 of the money received by the Har-
bour Trast for ehargez and tolls was trans-
ferred to revenne, thereby reducing the bud-
getary deficit by the sum of £80,000. Ap-
proximatély at the same time £70,000 of
loan money was transferred to the Harhour
Trust to enable it fo defray expenses on
repaifing, maintaining, and earrving on the
harbour.  Sustenance pure and simple is
charged to revenue, buf if it is assoeiated
with amy work of auy deseription it is
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charged to loan. It is therefore plain that
in truth one can produce whatever budgetary
position one wishes to, provided the total
expenditure iz within the limits of the com-
mon purse. o the extent that the total ex-
penditure exceeds the limits of the eommon
purse vou have a bhudgetary deficit. Nor
is it this State alone that sins in that re-

gard. In Octoher, 1933, Mr. Norris, the
Auditor General of Vietoria, reported
to the Parliament of that State that

the deficit of £841,501 which was shown as
the deficit for the year was ineorreet, and
that if all the expenditure properly attri-
butable te revenue bad been ineluded, the
true deficit would have been £3,694,057. 1
have no doubt that if our Auditor General
were to address himself to the matter in the
same light he would make & somewhat simi-
lar report. So, too, in the case of any other
Australian Government, with the single ex-
ception of the Commonwealth, and that only
because the Commonwealth bas absorbed fo
itself and taken so many sources of annual
revenue, that it alone is in a position to pay
for those works and services that nre
chargeable to revenue, out of revenue
money. No criticism which is based on the
items of expenditure appearing in our Esti-
wmates, being exhaustive of all expenditure
chargeable to revenue, can therefore

be entered upon: and as to any
critieism  of the amount or eharacter
of the proposed faxation, it is ob-

vious that only general observations can
apply. Tt 15 a mere truism to say that
whatever moneys are taken out of the
pockets of the taxpayers by way of taxa-
tion in order to find moneys to defray the
expenditure by the Crown, amount in a
very large sense to the impoverishment of
those sources which otherwise would he
available for the exploitation of indusiry.
Hence, sinee the profits and the earninus
of industry must naturally form the prinei-
pal basis on which our taxation rests, it
follows that excessive taxation must lead
to a draining of the well from which it
receives its source of supply. The rapid
increase in the per capita rate of taxation
in this State, which has taken place mainly
during the last two vears, if we have regard
to our wealth in comparison to the wealth
of other States of Australia, may well
cause us to pause, and consider whether we
have not reached, if we have not over-
stepped, the boundary of safety. On the
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side of expenditure I do not propose, be-
cause I do not think it would be of any
advantage, fo  single out particular
items,  with  the exception of a
few fo which T will vyefer later.
I wish to eclear up a strange and
hopelessly wrong version of fact in relation
to the institntion and the incidence of the
Finaneial Fmergeney Act, which both the
Treasurer and the Minister for Railways
have lent themselves to placing before the
public. The statement is that the Mitchell
Government, the previous Government in
power, the impecunious Government as I
think the Minister for Railways prefers to
call them,—-

The Minister for Railways: That is a
good term.

Hon. N. KEENAN: It may be a good
term for the Government which has re-
ceived a far preater amount of loan moneys
than the Mitchell Government received,
and has had £260,000 more by way of Fed-
era] grant than the Mitcheil Government
had, but otherwise it is not'a commendable
term. The statement to which I refer is
that the Mitchell Government of its own
volition, of its own choice, and indeed of
its own invention, imposed a financial
emergency cut upon the emoluments, wages,
salaries and pensions, paid by the Crown
in this State. It is said that this supposed
act of the previous Government, so far as
it affected the public servants who come

under the Puoblic Serviee .\et, flouted
the statutory authority of the Pab-
lic  Service Commissioner, and that
as far as if  affected the wages of

those in the cmployment of the Crown,
flouted the statutory anthority of the Avrbi-
tration Courf. I propose to show there is
no sobstanee of truth in those allegations,
and that the Iaet that there is no substanee
in them iz knowledge within the com-
petence  of even the casual inquirer.
The flinancial emergency cnts, as thev are
commonly referred to, ranged from 18 fo
2%, per cent. and were made in pursuance
of what is commonly but falsely called the
Premiers’ Plan. That Plan was adopted on
the 10th June, 1931, and it was the result
of a report of a commiltee of ceonumists,
presided over by Professor Copland, The
report of that committee was presented to

the Commonwealth Government in May,
1931. The Commonwealth Government at

that time was n Labour Government. Mr.
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Seullin held the position of Prime Minister
and Mr. Theodore that of Treasurer, and
those two genilemen brought hefore the ¢on-
ferenee representing the State Govern-
menis, which was held in June, 1931, a Plan
based upon the report that had been re-
received by them from the committee of
economists.

Hon. P. D, Ferguson: Were there not sev-
eral Labour Governments represented at that
conference?

Hon. N, KEENAN: It is of advantage,
in view of the interjection, to acquire a
knowledge of how that eonference was con-
stituted, from a politieal point of view. It
consisted of two vepresentatives of three
State Governments in which the Lahour
Party were in power, and twe representa-
tives of each of the other three State Gov-
ernments in Australin, which were non-
Labour Governments. But, of course,
above all those vepresentatives were Mr.
Senltin and My, Theodore, who represented
the Federal Labour Covernment. Therefore,
there was a distinet Labour majority present
af that confevence, and it was at that gather-
ing that Mr. Seullin and Mr. Theodore sub-
ntitted the Plan that they had adopted. The
faet that that conference consisted, as to ifs
major part, of representafives of Lahour
Governments, does not matfer one atom, so
far as any State is concerned, because there
was no choiee for any State. Mr. Lang, who
was then the Labour Premier of New South
Wales, offered strenuwous opposition to the
Plan presented to the conference by Mr,
Sentlin and Mr. Theodore, but even he, with
all his force of charvueter and eapacity to
fight, was bronght to heel and forced to
aecept the DPlan.  Therefore, he, too,
signed the Premiers’ Plan. And this, for the
simple reason that the only possible source
of supply for money required to earry on the
work of State Governments was under the
sole control of the Commonwealth Govern-
ment, aeling  through the Commonwealth
Treasury. So there was no choiee left to any
State Government. They had to ac-
cept the Plan or immediately go bank-

rupt. Therefore, all the Premiers of
all the States of Australia accepted
and signed the Plan, which thereby

geeured the utferly false title of ‘‘the
Premiers’ Plan.” Tt was, and is, a Plan
forced on the State Governmenis of Auns-
tralia by the Federal Tabour Party in 1931,
What was this Plan that was so forced on
all the State Governments of Awunstralia in
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that year? It can be found in extenso in
the appendix to the Official Year Book of the
Commonwealth of Australia, compiled by
the Commonwealth Statistician and pub-
lished in 1932, when Mr., Theodore was
Treasurer. I ¢uote from page 847 dealing
with the Plan—

The Conference has, therefore, adopted a

Plan which combines all possible remedies in
such » wax that the burden fulls as equally ns
possible on evervone, und no considerable sec-
tinn of the people is left in a privileged posi-
tion. This sharing of the burden is necessary
to make the loud more tolerable; it is still more
neeessary, beerause only on this condition will
it b possible to get the c¢ombined effort re-
quired,  The Plan has been adopted by the con-
ference ag n whole. caeh purt of whieh is ne-
cepted on the understanding that ali the other
parts ave equally and simultanconsly put into
operation,
There was no choiee of picking what a Gov-
ernment wished, and of leaving out what they
did not want. They had to accept the whole
Plan from beginning to end, and undertake
to carry it out simultaneously, and put all
parts of it into operation simultaneously.

Mr. Moloney: But in this State you put
a little extra on to the Plan.

Hon. N, KEEXAXN: The Commonweaith
Year Baok proceeds—

It embraces the following meusures:—(n)

A redlection of 20 per cent. in all adjustable
Government expenditure as compared with the
year ending 30th June, 1930, including all emolu-
menfs, wiges, salaries, and pensions paid by
the Governments, whether fixed by statote or
otherwise, such reduction to e eguitably
effected.
“Whelker fixed by siatute or otherwise®!
Members will see that nothing was to he
saeved.  Naturally we know that nothing is
inore saeved than that which is dealt with
by statute. but aceording to the Plan,
whether the emoluments, wages, salaries or
pensions were fixed by statute or otherwize,
the Plan over-rode even what was enacted
by statute.

The Premier: That was not done,

Hon. N. KEENAX: It was done, and was
done by every (iovernment, in =0 far as we
are eoncerned with the point with whieh 1
am dealing.

The Premier: The Bill introduced in this
Ton-¢ by the then Premier was net in con-
formity with the Plan at all.

Hen, N, KEEXAN: I propose to show
that it was.

The Premier: Later on I propose to show
vou that it was not.
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Hon. X. KEENAN: The Premier will
have every opportunity to do =0. and when
he does, [ can as-ure him that [ will not
imterrupt him.

The Premier: Very good!

Hon. N, KEENAX: [ will listen o the
Premier with pleasnrve, and | trust 1 -halt
not interrupt him.  The details of the Plan
continue, after providine for a reduction of
20 per eent., in all adjustable Covernment
expenditure, including  all  emoluments,
wages, salaries and pen~ions paid by the
Governments

Mr. Moloney: What about Parliamentary
vmployees?

Hon. N. KEENAN: The Plan proeceds—

(h) Conversion of the internal debts of the
Governments on the basis of a 2214 per cent.
reduction of interest;

{¢) The securing of additional revenue by
taxation, hoth Commonwealth and State;

(1) A reduction of bank and savings bank
rates of interest on deposits and advunees;

{¢) Helief in respect of private mortgnges.

There was, therefore, o general sealing down
of charges all round. Then on page 850
of the same issue of the Commonwealth
Year Rook, under the heading of “Conelu-
sion”— the portion of the publication that
[ am omitting deals almost entively with the
e-timatedt reduction in expendituwre to indi-
tate how far ihey conld secure n certain
amount of halancing  of Budeet-, which
matter has therefore ne heanring on the point
| am dealing with-—there is the following - —

The Plan agreed upnn is an indivisible whole
and the carvying out of any one part is de-
penident upon the carrying out of all jarts
I have alveady drawn the attention of the
Committer to the fact that it was nor within
the power of any Government to aevet one
pare and leave aside another ar, imdeed, to
leave out any single part of the Plin, The
Governments had to acrept the whaie Plan.

Mr. Molouey: But this Stale suotmented
the Pian =omewhat.

Tlon. N. KEEXAN: The Plan kul to he
areepted a= a whole.

The Premier: But vour (Goverute:t went
evond that.

Tlon. X, KEENAX: The Premier knows
j erfectly well I am dealing with ore point
teearding this financial emergeney lpwisla-
tion, as it affected the wages and salaries of
publie servants.

The Premier: The Plan outlined in the
Connnonwealth Year Book is not the Plan
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that was introduced in the legislation sub-
mitfed in this House,

Hon. N, KEENAN: If it is possible, 1
would like the Premier’s assistance to enable
me to make myself elear. T am dealing with
the legislation that affected the financial
emergency cuts in the salarvies of public
servants.

Mr. Moloney: What about the private
emplovees? You have nothing to say about
that aspeect.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Hon. N, KEENAN: ‘We a~ not dealing
with that phase at the moment.

Ay, Moloney: It does nob suit you.

Hon. N, KEENAN: At the moment, T am
dealing with so much of this legislation as
veferred to the financial emergency cuis in
the wages or salaries of public servants.
We know that wages and salaries are identi-
cal; the latter is merely a flattering term,
hecause each represents pavment for service
rendered. If T may proceed with the read-
ing of this report, 1 would inform members
that it continnes—

Tt involves sacrifices by every member of the
community, and the Conference appeals to all
sections of the people to recognise the position,
and to accept these sncrifices as a national duty.

To the hondholder, the Plan involves a re-
duction of jinterest by 2215 per cent., but it
safeguards the capital of the investor.

To the Government ¢mployee, the Plan in-
volves g reduetion which, with reductions al-
ready effected, represents an average of 20 per
cent., but it makes his position, and future
emolaments, much more secure,

It will be seen that that deals with the posi-
tion of public servants, whether they receive
salaries or wages. That was the Plan
brought dewn by Mr. Seullin and Mr. Theo-
dore that, by foree of cireumstances, it was
utterly impossible to avoid, so that the
Premiers of all the States were ohliged to
accept it. The State Governments undertook
to farry out that Plan in every part and to
do so simultaneously, There was no choice
whatever left to any State Govermment.
They had to go back to their State
Parliaments and pass legislation to give

effect to the Plan they had accepted
and signed. Everv Government in Aus-
tralia did so. Ewvery Government in

Australia provided for a reduetion in the
emoluments, wages, salaries and pensions
paid by the Crown fo their servants,
whether such paymenis were fixed by
statute or otherwise, to the extent of an
average of 20 per cent. of the whole of the
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mass of income so affected. The Premier
said recently, when introducing the Budget,
that this action by the Mitchell Govern-
ment, which, as I have pointed out, they
had no possible choice to avoid—it was done
under coercion by the Federal authorities—

The Premier: That is not correct.

Hon, N. KEENAN: I have already told
the Comuiitee it was the only possible way
by which money could be procured, namely,
through the Federal Treasury, and the
Federal Government contre] the Common-
wealth Treasury. Now the Premier has
told us that that action was an iniguity and
an injustiee.

The Premier: Yes.

Flon. N. KEENAN: Let me remind the
Premier that it has taken him 4% years to
discover this iniquity and injustice.

The Premier: That -is absolutely incor-
reet. I have voiced that opinion ever since
the legislation was introduced.

Hon. N. KEENAN: As I say, it has
taken 4% years for the Premier to arrive
at that decigion, but the matter does net end
there. Members of the Committee will re-
member that about two years ago, during
the Address-in-veply debate, I taunted the
Premier with having made a promise on the
hustings that, if 1returned to power, he
would abolish the financial emergeney cuts
on the wages and salaries of public servants.

The Premier: I am just deing that.

Hon, N. KEENAN: What happened
then, when I taunted the Premier with that
fact? He indignantly denied it and caid it
was ountrageous.

The Premier: No.

Hon. N. KEENAN: Surely the Premier
does not want me to refer to “Hansard.”

The Premier: Yes.

Hon, N. KEENAN: I have not “Han-
sard’’ with me, but I did not think the
Premier would dare to adopt that attitude.

The Premier: The facts are there. T did
not say I would abolish them straight away,
but within the life of this Parliament.

Hon. N. KEENAN: That is not correct.

The Premier: 1 say it is eorrect.

Hon. N. KEENAN: The denial was not
of that character. Tt was a flat denial that
he had made the promise.

The Premier: The denial is not there.

Hon. N. KEENAN: It was denied with
indignation by the Premier at the time.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!
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Hon. N. KEENAN: If it was an injus-
tice, an iniquity, fo make that reduction,
whx the indignaiion and the denial of the
promise? But of course there was no talk
then of injustice. There was only a flat
denial of having made the promise,

The Premier: There was. I quoted what
I said.

Hon, N. KEENAX: Then in 1934, in
this House, I referred to a grave siate of
discontent in our Public Service arising
from the comparative treatment of our
Publie Service and the comparative treat-
ment of the Commonwealth Public Serviee
by the Commonwealth Government which,
at that time, had restored a portion of the
deductions under the Financial Emergency
Act—

The Premier: So had we.

Hon. N, KEENAN: What was the atti-
tude of the Premier? Tn all the broad pages
of “Hansard” there is not to he found a
single word then uttered by him in sym-
pathy with the complaints of our public
servarnts. ’

The Premier: Nonsense!

Hon. N. KEENAN: And it does not even
end there, this extraordinary accumulation
of faects all pointing in the same direction.
Since the advent to power of the present
Government they have bronght down three
measures amending the Financial Emer-
geney Acts. One of those three measures
lapsed, but the other twe went on the
statute-book. And thoze three measures,
in every instance, re-enacted the prineiple
. of Section 7 of the Act of 1931, the section
which imposed a reduction of an average
of 20 per cent. on the salaries of servants
of the Crown in this State.

The Premier: But with a lesser redue-
tion. Try to be fair.

Hon. N. KEENAN: In due course I will
refer to somcthing in the nature of a re-
duction, but 1 do not think it will be any-
thing to console the Premier. Every one
of those Acts repeated whal was the ini-
quity, the injustice, to be found in Section
7 of the Act of 1931,

The Premier: But with a lesser redue-
tion. Cannot yon be fair for once?

Hon. N. KEENAXN: When I have oppor-
tunity to deal with what reduction was
made, I will deal with it fully. But let
me read the language of the Act of 1934,
and then let me recall Section 7 of the
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Aot of 1931, the seetion which proposed
this cut of 20 per cent. in the salaries of
publie servants in this State.

Mr. Moloney: Did vou oppose it?

Mr. Raphael: No, he ratied on his party
over it.

Hon. X. KEENAN: Bection 6 of this
Act, No. 1 of 1934, beginz as follows, and
if members will remember the language of
Section 7, they will see that the two are
identical :—

Notwithstanding anxthing eontained in any

Act, regulation or by-law or any State indus-
trial award, or State industrial agreement or
in any other award. determination or agree-
ment, to the conteary. but subject as in this
seetion nnd this Aect hereinafter nrovided, the
rate of salary pavable to every officer shall he
reduced to a rate which will he either cighteen
per cent., twenty per cent., or twentyv-two and
a half per cent., as the case may be, in accord-
anee with the senle set forth in Part I. of the
Schedule to this Act . . . ..
And the schedule of the Aet is identieal
with the schedule of the original Aect. It
provides that the reduction shall be 18 per
cent. in salaries not exceeding £250, 20 per
eent. in salaries exceeding £250 hut not ex-
ceeding £1,000, and 22V5 per cent. in sal-
aries exceeding £1,000.

The Premier: Surely you are not as-
serting that there was no rednetion made
last year?

Hon. N. KEENAN: T am dealing with
the Act of 1934, brought down by this Gor-
ernment, taking away by statute a portion
of the percentage of salaries, wages and
emoluments received by the public servants
af this State.

Mr. Raphael: Why didn’t you save all
this till the next elections?

Hon. N. REENAN: If we are dealing
with the principle of the matter, dealing
with the allegation that you take away by
statute from a public servant any part of
the remuneration he is entitled to receive,
to usurp the powers of the Public Service
Commissioner. as the Premier put it,—if
that is to be deseribed as an injustice and
an  iniquitv, what about that statute T
have read?

The Premier: You have not quoted the
whole of the statute.

Han., N. KEENAN: The Premier can
quote what The likes, There is the
iniquity, the injustice, repeated, the
power fo take away—with, I admil, some
reservations on the smaller salaries, but only
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veservations dealing with basie wage altera-
tions: the principle, the injustice, the in-
Iquity—as the Premier calls it—remains ah-
solutely, hevond any question of dounbt, iden-
tiecally the same. And so what are we to think
of the present aititude and the present
assertion of the Premier, and what will the
public servants think when they realise the
history of events, when they realise—

The Premier: You cannot square your-
self with them at this late hour.

Hon., N. KEENAN: —when they realise
ihat this extraordinary repentance has taken
place 4%y wvears after the Federal Labour
Government forced this Plan on the States.

The Premier: They did not force it on
the States.

Hon. N. KEENAN: Do you think they
will helieve there is anything genuine about
an offer of this kind, made on the eve of a
general election?

M. Moloney: It is a death-hed repentance
on your part.

Hon, X. KEENAN: T do not suppose any
member of the House thinks he is too far
off hi< death-bed, Perhaps even the hon.
member himself, in his saner moments, might
have some such thonght. Now I want to
deal with another aspeet of the relief to be
aiven hy the lapsing of the Financial Emer-
gency .\et to those in this State in receipt
of emoluments from the Crown. T wang
to state the facts exactly as they are up to
the present. Relief has heen given to those
in receipt of salaries up to £500, and to those
in receipt of salaries over £500 to the same
extent in Tespect of the first £500 of
their salaries only on the principle of
the hasic wage variations. Bat that
does not alter the fact of the principle
of retaining the power which was exer-
cised in the Act of 1931 and vight up to
to-day, the power to remove by statute a
certain portion of the emolumenis to which
public servants were entitled hy contract
with the Crown. The fact that some have
received slight relief does not in any sense
qualify or remove the iniquity of that Act
~—il there be inigquity. The result of the
variation T have just dealt with was the re-
storation to the public servant on the salary
line of £500 of approximately £58 per
annum. The position therefore, as the re-
=ult of the lapsing of the Financial Emer-
weney Aet at the end of this year, when the
reduction has heen cut out, will be as fol-
fows:—As pointed out by the Treasurer,
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there will still exist the 6 per cent. classi-
fication reduetion.  The Financial Emer-
geney Act took off 20 per cent. in the first
instance. That is £100. So the public ser-
vant on a salary of £500 was reduced to
£400. The Act of 1934 added £58, which
was restored to him. YWhen the provision
that applied to the men over the £500 line
was made, the variations of the basic wage
furnished the only way to apply it. So
the position is that, with the £42 re-
maining, he is now in receipt of £458. And
of the £42 remaining, £30 represents the 6
per cent. elassification reduction and £12
the non-renewal of the Financial Emergency
Act. That £12 is exactly the amount, the
full amount, which a public servant on a
salary of £300 will reeeive by the lapsing
at the end of this year of the Financial
Fmergeney Aect.

The Premier: The 6 per cent. has nothing
to do with the Government; it is not under
the eontrol of the Government.

Hon. N, KEENAN: Bat it was.

The Premier: It was nof.

Hon. N. KEENAN: But surely the hon.
member has some inkelligence! 1 am not
alleging that the Government ave respons-
ihle. 1 am merely examining what the posi-
tton will be as the result of this statute not
being renewed. That position will he a gain
of £12 to the public servant on a salary of
£500.

The Minister for Justice: That is after
the £58.

Hon. X. KEENAN: But his position of
to-day will be altered only to the extent of .
£12. The gain will be more substantial,
strange to say, in lower salaries. Ome would
have thought that it would gradually rise,
but for some reason it is not so. It iz some-
what higher in the lower salaries. But of
course the great gain will be in the higher
salaries, and particularly the salaries at the
top of the list. It is there the gain will he
found to be most marked.

Mr. Withers: They lost the most.

Hon. N. KEEXAN: Take the case of a
recipient of an emolument of £1,500.

The Premier: Who is getting that?

Hon. N. KEEXNAN: For instance, the
Premier himself.

The Premier: But it does not affect the
I'remier, so far. That requires another Aet.

Hon. N. KEENAN: But it is intended.

The Premier: You do not know that.
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Hon. N, KEENAXN: It is common know-
ledge.

The Premier: It is not common know-
ledge: it is your commmoun gnessing.

Hon. X. KEENAN: Is there no increase
shown on the Estimates?

The Premier: It is provided under special
Acts, and therefore 15 not included in the
Estimates. You ought to know that.

Hon. X. KEENAN: Then will the Pre-
mier state how far it is intended that this
should not apply to ministerial salaries?

The Premier: Yes, I will—at the right
time.

Hon, N. KEENAN: Let us take the re-
cipient of a salary of £1,800,

The Premier: Who is getting that?

Hon. N, KEENAN: The chairman of the
Agricultural Bank Commissioners did not
suffer a deduction of one penny.

The Premier: Yon are wrong, he was
treated the same as every other member of
the service.

Hon. X. KEEEXAN: The
apply to him.

The Premier: But it was made to apply
in fixing the appointment.

Hon. N. KEENAN: Let me take, for
the purpose of illustrating my argument
of the high measure of relief that the
higher salaries will enjoy, the salary of
£1,800.

The Premier: Who is the man getling
£1,800%

Hon. N. KEENAN: I could take the
Chief Justice; in fact all the judges are
on approximately £1,800. What does the
Engineer-in-Chief get?

The Premier: Nothing near that amount.

Mr. Moloney: You had better look up
the case.

Hon. N. KEENAXN:; Let the Premier {ake
any salary he likes. I suggested the amounnt
of £1,800 because it was easy.

'The Premier: Yom took it because the
fizures appeared larpe.

Hon. N. KEENAN: Let us iake £1,600.

The Premier: Take the head of a depart-
ment receiving £1,000 a vear.

Hon. N. KEENAN: Take members 1
the Ministerial bench. if they are going
to benefit from this advantage. What will
be their position? The reduction for any
salary in excess of £1,000 a year was 225
per eent., and of ithe reduetion made 1n
the case of sueh high salaries, a sum equi-
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valent to £38 a vear has been restored by
past legislation in respect of the first £500
of those salaries.

The Premier: That was by the Aect of
Yast year.

Hon. X. KEENAN: By past legisiation.

The Premier: The Act of last year.

Hon. N. KEENAN: Well, that is past.
On the first £500 of every salary in excess
of £500, » sum of £58 has been restored.

The Premier: But you denied that any
alteration had been made last year.

Hon, N. EEENAN: The Premier has not
done me the honour to listen to my re-
marks.

The Premier: T have exercised great
patienee in listening to vou.

Hon. N. KEENAN: I have explained
that up to £500 it was arranged by legisla-
tion that the variation was to be based
on the basic wage variation, and that
amounted to approximately £58. That sum
was received by those public servants in
receipt of salaries over £500 in respect to
the first £500. Now, by the lapse of
the statute at the end of this year,
thev will veccive the balance of the 2214
per eent. deduction. If it is worked out on
any large salary, it will be seen that the
amount to be restored will be the colossal
sum of between £300 and £400. TIf it
apphed to the salarv of the Premier, it
wounld involve £347. It may very well be
that the publie servant, who is inclined to
he grateful for what is done for him, may
choose that as an example and say that
while he, on a salary of £300, which is very
much above the average salary paid fo a
public servant, is to receive only £12 a
year, there are others who wiil gain as
much as thirty times that amount, and
therefore it mav well be that his gratitude
will be considerahly tempered hy that
knowledge.

The Premier: Your pleading for them
will not have anx effect: they ean work
it out.

Hon. N. KEENAN: There remains a far
higher and far more important considera-
tion than anything I have yet dealt with,
The financial emergency measures were in-
tended to, and did in fact, bring about a
sealing down all round. I read to mem-
bers the language which is written in the
Premiers’ Plan, and whick emphasised
that it was to be a general sacrifice, a scal-
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ing down all round. Those who were in
receipt of moneys payable on public loans,
those who were in receipt of interest pay-
able on mortgages, and those who were in
receipt of rentals arising from leases of
real estate or even from mere tenancies—
all of those in a larger or smaller degree
found their positions altered and their re-
ceipts affected by the financial emergency
legislation. That, of course, was abso-
lntely necessary in the emergeney which
was then facing the States of Australia.
There was no other course open to us; that
course had fo he taken. The resuli was to
bring ahont grave hardships in many cases,
and that again was inevitable. We could
not deal with the hardships arising in any
other manner that would he practiesble, hav-
ing regard to the enormous number dealt
with by this form of legislation. So it is
that I personally know—and 1 venture to
say that every member of this Chamber
knows—of many cases where the reduction
in income imposed by the financial emer-
gency measures brought about the very
greatest hardship. Widows

The Premier: And orphans.

Hon. N. KEENAN: If the Premier will
allow me to continue, I will deal with
orphans also.

The Premier: Do not leave them out.

Hon. N. KEENAN: Widows whose de-
ceased husbands had left them a competence,
not a large amount but sufficient to enable
them to keep themselves and their young
families, found themselves, by veason of the
in¢idence of the financial emergency meas-
ures, reduced to absolute poverty. Let me
further say that my personal knowledge
extends very largely to the cases of old gold-
fields people who came down to Perth and
made some investments, and the lessening
of the inecome from those investments, heing
affecled by the financial emergency measures,
has caunsed families to be reduced to
penury. Incomes derived from mortgages,
incomes derived from rentals and from other
means affected by this legislation have
shrunk to a condition wholly insufficient for
the maintenance of the recipients.

The Premier: Why were they ineluded in
the measure iniroduced by your Govern-
ment? Why did not yon exempt them?

Mr. Moloney: He did not oppose that
legislation, either.

Hon. N, KEENAN: It is diffienlt
to say who is talking the greater
nonsense, the Premier or the member
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for Subiaco. For the reason that the
finaneial emergency measures produced
extreme hardship for many individ-

uals in the community, I have always advo-
cated that when a more favourable financial
position was arrived at, and when it was
possible to ease some of the hur-
dens imposed by the financial emer-
geney measures, there should be appointed
a committee to investigate and devise a plan
under whieh the relief would be distributed
on some equitable basis. I have voiced that
opinion more than once in this Cham-
ber and elsewhere, and if is appar-
ent to anyone who gives consideration
to the matter that this is the only just
course possible for us to follow. T was
about to say that there iz no one in this
Chamber, or ountside of it, who does not re-
joice to see the salaries of the moderately-
paid civil servants restored to them in full.

The Premier: You seem to be most angry
ahont it,

Hon. X. KEENAN: While no one exists
who does not rejoice to see that the salaries
of the moderately-paid civil servants, are
being restored in full, who can justify the
restoration of large salaries, with large mar-
gins—marging running into many hundreds,
when they know there are many people in the
community to whom only a fraetion of that
relief would wmean to them all that they
want in life? There is no justifieation for
pursuing a poliey of that kind. There is no
good in camouflaging it, hoping that it will
pass notice if eamouflaged. It is not fin-
ally with what the Budget poliey proposes
to do as with what it entirely ignores that
I find most fault.

The Premier: But von have been for an
hour finding fault in telling us what it pro-
poses to do.

Hon. N. KEENAN: Tf I attempted to
give full criticism to the proposals, if would
take far more than an hour, but as I am
bound by some rule of fime, as well as by
the fact that T am not prepared to make a
continued effort, I will turn to what the
Budget poliey entirely ignores. What is
the most acute problem that faces us in
these days? Surely it is the blank outlock
before our wvouth, The cutlook hefore our
voung men and voung women i: entlirely
hlank.

The Premier: There is a blank poiitical
ontlook before some of vou, too.

Hon. N. KEENAN: Who is there
occupying the position of a pavent of
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any hoy or girl approaching adolescence
who i~ not gravely perturbed at the diili-
culrv, the almest insurmountable difficulty,
of finding him or her any possible means of
earning a livelihood? I venture to say that
in ahnost every house in the tand this dread
and disturbing feature occurs.

My, Cross: That applies in every country
ot the world.

Hon, N, KEEXNAXN: Is it not plain that
this problem must be faced and some solu-
tion of it found, unless we are content to
allow the rising generation to be left en-
tirely without hope?

The Premier: That difficulty is 75 per
cent. Jess to-day than it was when you were
a member of the Government.

Hon. X. KEEXAN: There i< not a single
iota of change.

The Premier: Ts there not?

Ton. X. KEENAXN: There is not one
young man  approaching adoleseence who

finds ‘himself in a better position than
was the common lot in 1929, not one.

The Premier: Oh, oh!

Hon. X. KEENANX": Let the Premicr ask
any of his friends wheo are fathers of fami-
lies whether that is net so.

The Premier: All the figures are against
ou.

Hon, X KEENAN: 1 was dealing with
the tact that we are imperilling in the high-
est sen-e the future of the rising generation.
The harin done to the moral nature of young
men who are condemned to he kept in en-
forced idleness cannot possibly be estimated,
and yet that is what 15 happening to-daxy.
It i~ happening every hour of the day.

M. Moloney: What have you done to
improve i?

The Premier: Your Government sacked
500 of them from the Railway Department.
Yon cannot get away with that yarn.

Hon. N, KEEXAX: That is happening
every hour of the day, and not the
slightest referenre is made to it and not
the zlightest notice is taken of it by the
benevolent Government, Let it be admitted,
because I wish to present the case on fair
and equitable lines—

The Premier: Did you say fair?

Hon, X. KEENAN: Let it be admitted
that, to deal with this problem, requires
action beyond the boundaries of this State.

Mr. Raphael: Are yvou reckoning on se-
cesgion?
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Hon. N. KREENAXN: Let it be admitted
that only on some broad |Dhasis, at least
Australia-wide, ecan  any solution of the
problem be found.

Mr. Raphael interjected.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I ask the

member for Victoria Park to keep order.

Hon. N, EEENAN: It is obvious that
any attempt made by an individual State
would be abortive, inasmuch as there exisis
Eree intercourse between the States, and if
we, were in any way successful in coping
with the problem, our position would be
rendered impossible hy the arival of immi-
grants from the other States. Therefore I
submit that this is an Australia-wide prob-
lem. But that is no excuse for doing noth-
ing.

The P'remier: Doing notking!

Hon, N. KEENAN: It is no excuse in
the world for idly standing by and allow-
ing this peril to grow to greater and greater
dimensions daily

The Premier: You sacked hundreds for
whom we found work. You cannot get
away with rubbish of that kind.

Hon. N. KEENAN: Interstate conven-
tions are being arranged for all kinds of
things, trivial and non-trivial. What is
there to prevent the calling of an interstate
convention to deal with this all-important
difticulty? What is there to prevent such
a convention, if ealled together, advising an
alteration in our industrial conditions and
our industrial life which wounld e ae-
cepted throughout Australia, and which
would at any rate present some prospect of
solving the difficutty?

The Premicr: If yon had made that sug-
mestion to your National Government

Hon. X. KEENAN: What is there to
prevent it? Nothing hut mere ‘lassi-
tude. Nowadays. apparently, there
is  nothing  more than this  ery,
“God help us while we are here, jand et
the Devil take the hindmost! As long as
the Treasurer can find money to carry on
as the Government are carrying on to-day,
let the Devil take the rest!” There is no
aftempt at  constructive statesmanship.
There is no atiempt at facing the real prob-
lems which are at the base of our troubles.
There is no attempt to act in the manner
that the requirements of the nation demand.

The Premier: Did you see the Federal
Budget this morning?
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. Hon. N. KEENAN: The important part
of that Budget, from the Premier’s point
of view, is that he is gelting £200,000 more
to help him through.

The Premijer: It is £100,000. You do
not even understand the figures.

Hon. N, KEENAN: If it had not been
for the special grant, we would have been
£200,000 down. Last year the Premier got
£100,000 by way of special grant. If this
£200,000 had not been given, the Premier
would have been £200,000 down, because
last year he had a special grant of £100,000.
The Premier wishes to pretend that he
would have got that amount this year, but
of course he would not have got it. How-
ever, I do nof wish to worry the Premier
by asking him to remember what he must
remember. My desire is to emphasise that
it is wvtterly hopeless to go on as we are
going, to leave these problems unsolved, to
Jeave them without even an attempt at so-
fution. It is for that reason I deplore the
present Budget policy.

The Premier: You ran away from the
problem when wvou were in the Govern-
ment. You never faced it. Yon eleared
out,

My, Cross: The hon. gentleman deserted
the ship.

MISS HOLMAN (Forrest) [5.34]: It is
really surprising fhat the Commiitee shonld
be treated to such an exhibition of jealousy
and pique as we have just had from the
Leader of the National Party.

The Premier: Pure jealousy.

Miss HOLMAN: Tt seems to me that the
hon. gentleman is greatly annoyed that the
present Government should have justified
their promises to the electors o amend dras-
tically the finaneial emergency legislation,
so annoyed that he could not even speak fhe
whole truth. He tried to speak little bits
of it, and also tried to misrepresent the posi-
tion, so that his assertions would appear in
“Hansard,” probably to be used during the
next election campaign as ammunition
against the Government. I feel sure, how-
ever, that every reasonable-minded person
will give the present Government the praise
and the eredit they deserve. The Budget
before us is really a great piece of work,
and a monument to the Government who
have held office during the past few years.
The present standard has been gradually
built up during the three sessions of this
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Parliament; and I feel sure this will be
realised by the cleetors of Western Aus-
tralia, and not least hy those electors, the
publie servants, for whom the Leader of
the National Party has expressed such deep
sympathy. That sympathy will be recog-
nised as coming a little late. During the
four and a half vears which the hon. gentle-
man has mentioned, he might have shown
some of that svmpathy. That would have
heen more to the point than the destruetive
criticismm he seeks to hurl at the Gavern-
ment now in office. The work that has been
done by the Labour (Government in ¢onneec-
tion with unemployment and the abolition
of the financial emergency legislation is
enormous, and has justified their election to
office, and will justify the granting of a fur-
ther term of office next year. We have only
to look hack a few vears to see gentlemen
now on the other side of the Chamber fore-
ing taxation on single men in regeipt of
£1 1s. per week. When the Labour Party,
then in Opposition, sought to raise the
exemption to £2 per week for single men,
we were hadly defeated. As it happened,
we did accidentally get that particular clause
of the Bill rejected: hut the 'clause was re-
commiited, and in place of £1, whick could
not be reinserted, the amount was fixed at
£l 1s. Again, married people were taxed
on incomes of £2 a week. If the present
Government had done nothing else, they
should receive full eredit for the alterafion
of the financial emergeney taxation. In faet,
one can always sece a lLabour Covernment
pursuing a bold policy to alleviate unem-
ployment, and one ean always see the re-
verse in the case of Governments drawn
from the ranks of the Opposition in this
State and in any other State. Such Gov-
ernments always feel that redueiion of
wages amd lengthening of hours is the hest
way to improve matters. On the olher hand,
Labour Governments always endeavour to do
the hest they possibly ean for all sections
of the ecommunity—farmers, workers, and
all other persons who have an interest in
the State. And so a Parliament having a
Labour Government in power always ends
with conditions hetter than when other
parties have been in office. Let me quote,
as an instance, the timber industry and the
inprovement it has experienced during the
past two and a half years. Tun the hegin-
ning of 1930 things were not so very bad
in the timber industrv, hut by the end of
1933 it was in a bad way indeed. When
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the Labour Government took office, in 1933,
few mills were working in the South-West.
Practically the only mills working then were
the State Sawmills, and they were working
on part time. Now almost every mill in the
South-West 18 working again. Timber ex-
ports are going up. I should like to quote
a few figures showing exactly the improve-
ment that has been effected. In 1931-32 our
timber exports were valued at £357,953, in
1932-33 at £258,510, in 1933-34 at £484,241,
and in 1934-35 at £631,228. The same im-
provement is shown in railway earnings de-
rived from loeal timber. The percentage of
tomrage of loeal timber to total tonnage ear-
ried was 6.86 in 1930-31, 6.39 in 1931-32,
(.35 in 1932-33, 10,39 in 1933-34, and 12.17
in 1934-35.  The corresponding eaminga
from local timber in the years I have quoted
amounted to the following percentages—7.10,
6.39, 7.25, 10.70, 12.56. Railway revennc
for 1934-35 was £78,000 more than the rev-
enue for 1933-34, and £140,600 more than
the revenue for 1932-33. Hon. members
are aware that during the past few days the
report and balance sheet of the State Saw-
mills have been laid on the Table; and they
will, I am sure, join me in congratulating
that undertaking on the fine results disclosed,
The State Sawmills work on a 44-hour week;
their employvees have long service leave. Al-
though the employees of private sawmills
do not enjoy these privileges, vet the State
Sawmills made a profit during the past year.
The turnover for the past vear was 24.7 per
cenf. greater than that for 1933-34, The net
profit for the past vear was £27,683; the
output of sawn timber was 39,815 loads, of
which 24,249 wevre jarrab. It is also to he
mentioned that a heavy apple crop was re-
sponsibie for an inereased demand for fruit
cases. The statements supplied in connec-
tion with the Budget show that the esti-
mated receipts for the current year are
considerably greater than those for the year
just elosed. I have mentioned that in eon-
nection with unemployment the present Gov-
crnment have a fine record. Just recently
T had an opportunity of comparing the work
of the Western Australian Labour Govern-
ment with the work of Governments in other
Staies in this respect. The most striking
contrast is with South Australia, our next-
door neighbour. While South Australia was
in a very bad condition indeed, the members
of the Sonth Australian Ministry were
boasting that they were not expending
money on publie works as other Govern-

ments were. They were boasting that they
would have a surplus for the year. The
fact is, however, that the surplus in question
was being proecured at the expense of people
on sustenance and relief work in South Aus-
tralia. The position will be brought home to
hon. members if I quote what, two months
ago, a married man and a child up to 14
vears of age were heing allowed in the
neighbouring State.  The ration allowance
for married men was 4s. 10d. worth of
groceries per fortnight, six loaves of bread,
seven pounds of meat, two ewt. of wood and
a whole shilling for fruit and vegetables per
fortnight. The allowance for a child was
exactly half that amount, without any wood,
und 6d. only for fruit and vegetables or
fresh milk per fortnight. It 15 appavent to
even those with Hmited intelligence that what
the Government in our State are doing for
the unemployed is the proper and right
thing. The Leader of the Opposition waxed
wrath about what he ecalled the absolufe
neglect of the Government in eonnection
with the employment of youth.

Hon. C. G. Latham: You mean the Leader
of the National Party?

The Premier: The irresponsible Leader of
the National Party!

Miss HOLMAN: T meant the one who
made the most noise.

The Premier: And the most misvepresen-
tation.

Miss HOLMAN: T should like to draw
attention to what the Government have actu-
ally done for the employment of youth. For
instanece, they have employed quite a num-
ber on the railways; they have ecalled for
apprentices, and staffed the railways where
previously they were unstaffed. Thev have
also given n considerable sum to the ap-
peal for youth and motherhood funds and
increased the education vofe in the hope
of keeping children at school. They have
also reopened the Training College fo frain
the youth for positions as teachers, and in
many other directions have helped consider-
ably, T should like to suggest that it is
entively owing to the political friend: of
the Leader of the National Party that girls,
for instance, are not so anxious fto engage
in domestic work. If domestic work were
raised to the dignity of a profession, if it
were controlled and the hours were short-
ened, and if it were made compulsory to
pay a decent wage and allow a certain
amount of freedom, and gencrally to pur the
work on a basis or standing akin (o other
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professions in which girls engage, there
would he more of owmr girls willing
to do that kind of work. T vemind
the Leader of the XNational Party also
that it is mot so many years sinee
his friends in the Legislative Couneil

fought and defeated a Bill the object of
which was to raise the status of domestics
in this State. I would ask him to look to
the error of his ways and try to help the
present Government with the work they
are doing for the vouth and people of the
State and not to indulge in so muech mis-
representation.

The Premier: He is too old to reform;
he is heyond redemption.

AMiss HOLALAN: T think he might have
given the Government some little eredit;
he might not have gone to the length that
he did in quoting the financial emergenecy
legislation, that is to say, quoting only n
certain section and leaving out the rest,
and so making it appear that the Govern-
ment have done nothing whatever for the
members of the Civil Service until the
present session. The Government have in
reality ercated a record for themselves.
They have actually been foremost in Ans-
tralia in eonnection with the restoration
of emergency cuts. With regard to edu-
cation I note that the Budget shows an in-
creased expenditure of £52,297. T am very
glad to see that. I am also delighted to
know that the country schools are being
renovated and painted. The Government
realise, when doing that work, that in addi-
tion to giving employment by renovating
the sehools, they are alse protecting the
agsets of the State. I feel snre, further,
that the present Minister for Eduecation
will admit the beneficial effect on children,
of beautifully painied walls and eceilings
of the schools.

Hon. C. G. Latham: They will be cleaner,
anyway.

Miss HOLMAN: Yes; a more cheerful
psychology will he created and the chil-
dren will try to live up to it. Country
schon] children have not the same oppor-
tunities as have the children attending
metropolitan schools. We have examples
of children attempting to pass the Univer-
sity examinations in the country. In small
schools the teachers do oeeasionally spend
their spare time trving to give those chil-
dren extra training, but unfortunately the

[ASSEMBLY.]

same opportunities do not exist, and eon-
sequently the pupils cannot make much
headway. There is alwavs something wore
we could do. There are some pinpricks in
the country we coul:l well be rid of and one
is the type of desk that is sometimes pro-
vided for children in the country schools.
T visited a sehool only the other day and
found small and big children alike seated
before precisely the same style of desk
on forms without backs. There were givls
and boys of 13 and 14 years of age and
of different physique, and all seemingly
round-shonldered due, I have no donbt, to
the type of desk at which they were forced
to write. The Governiment would be well
repaid in the improved health of the com-
munity if they were to scrap all those desks
and substitute say, for instance, the Arm-
strong desk which I understand is very
rood. Of course, T am not an expert in
a matter of that kind, but something must
be done. The children of the State have
the opportunity of atiending schools to =
much higher age than 11; it is not compul-
sorv for them to leave at 14, but I should
like to see the Government raise the school
age throughout the State, and endeavour
to make a payment from the Child Wel-
fare Department for children over 14

Hon. C. G. Latham: It will be neecessary
to inerease the accommodation first.

Miss HOLMAN: Tf the accommodation
has to be inereased, that ecan be done: it
is not impossible. )

Hon. C. &. Taatham: Tt eertainly is not
impossible; it ought to be done.

The Premier: It is a matter of money.

Miss HOLMAN: We could improve our
schools gradmally with a view fo inereas-
ing the school age and helping the parents
keep their children at scheol. I should
like also to ask the Premier, when he
attends the next meeting of the TLoan
Council, to hroach the subject of the Com-
monwealth film supply for schools. We
realise that the schools would have to pro-
vide their own machines for projeciing the
films, but such work as supplying the films
for the schools could nof be undertaken by
anv one State. The Commonwealth De-
velopmental Film Burean could be ex-
tended to provide eduecational films for the
children, and these wonld lead to a taste
for that form of instruction and perhaps
it would prevent the harm that is ereated
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at the present time by the rubbish chil-
dren somefimes sce. We oceasionally read
in the papers that children who appear be-
fore the couri have imbibed a grand idea
from a film that was displayed to them. If
interesting and edueational films were shown
in schools, children would develop better
taste for superior films. There is another
matter to which T wish to refer and it is
what appears to me to be a backward step,
the result of the recent Arbitration Court
Award in the case of the nurses and pro-
bationers whose hours have been fixed at
48 and 56G. I agree with the workers' repre-
sentative on the Court that this is a very
bad step, especially as the world is en-
deavouring to find out how to shorten the
hours of work in the various professions.
Here we have in our day an award for
nurses, fixing their hours at 56 per week.

Hon. P. D, Ferguson: They get a lot of
time off in between.

Miss HOLMAXN: They do not get ioo
mueh time off. Everyone will agree that
nurses and probationers work very hard in-
deed.

The Premier: The hours are an improve-
ment on the old conditions.

Miss HOLMAN: Perhaps so, but it is
not a hig enough improvement. Then
there is the further attack on the status of
women in the present ve-classification of
women in the Civil Service. For many
vears there have been arguments in varions
quarters about women taking men’s jobs, I
consider that the Australian Labour Party
have the right idea when they say that that
an only be rectified and adjusted by
giving equal pay for equal work and then
the whole affair will stand on its merits. If
the woman is employed, she should get
equnl pay with a man for equal work. I
do nat like to see a rveduetion in payment,
but T regret that in almost every instance
the women in the Civil Service will suffer
a reduetion as a vesult of the re-classifica-
tion which has been puoblished. The women
on the higher classification will be subject
to a rednction of £10 per annum. The
salaries of some of the men have heen in-
ereased and some hava heen reduced. T do
not believe in a reduction 1in any circam-
stances. There are other matters which
apply to myv eleetorate T should like to
mention, one heing the subject of the
water supply for Brunswick Junetion which
hag heen required for many vears and is

S15

still lackinz. Brunswick Junction has been
given an irrigation supply from the Wel-
lington dam. That has elfected a great im-
provement in the distriet, and will lead to
many changes later on, such as closer
settlement and more intense cultivation. As
is the ease in other parts, the farmers and
workers genervally in my electorate have had
a hard time. Farmers always have a havd
time, and the hard times are still with
them. There is one way in which to assist
dairy farmers to a small extent, and that
is by giving a neecessary free milk supply
to school children. I wounld quote from a
veport of the Metropolitan Milk Council of
Melbourne concerning a scheme for the dis-
tribution of milk in schools and institufions.
The council was established in 1932. An
arrangement was then made whereby milk
was sold at 10d4. a gallon, delivered in bulk
at the schools. On arrival, the milk, with
the eo-operation of the mothers’ c¢lubs and
teaching staff, was heated, and in some cases
was converted into cocoa milk and distri-
buted to the children during the morning
recess. The funds raised were subsidised
by the council on a (fifty-fifty basis, but
kindergartens were supplied free. The
total number of schools supplied was 35 in
that vear, and the highest quantity of milk
delivered on any day was 250 gallons. The
total quantity supplied for the vear was
9,441 gallons. In 1933, there was consider-
able expansion in the council’s activities.
So impressed were the Government with the
fine work and results obhtained that a grant

of £2,500 was made to provide for the
necessitous cases within the State and
registered Roman Catholic schools. In ad-

dition to this fund, over £1,000 was sub-
seribed by the public, and the council was
thus able to give full effect to its policy of
providing for children attending other in-
stitutions.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: That is a volun-
tary organisation.

Miss HOLMAXN: Yes. The second vear it
was subsidised to the extent of £2.5300 by
the State Government.

Hon. P. D. Fergusen: 1t had no statutory
authority.

Miss HOLMAN: No. There are other
vases also where milk is supplied free. In
a recent issue of the “Sunday Times” there
was an account dealing with the supply
of milk to schools in Great Britain. It
stated that over 2,000,000 gallons of milk
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were being supplied every week to school
children under the cheap milk scheme initi-
ated by the British Government. The 1933
report of the Victorian council eontinnes—
The nunmber of children provided for daily
was approximately 18,000, based on 20 to the
gallon, though the more satisfaetory basis is
a half pint per child. Where records of weight
improvement were kept, the average gain was
14:dbs. per month, with exceptional caves of up
to 4 Ibs. in the same period. This improvement
was maintained throughout the period of dis-
tribution. A more noticeable feature that gen-
erally applied and was most marked, was the
improvement in  vitality oand mental alertness of
the ehildren, The cost of administration for
1933 was less than 1% per cent.
Many children in our schools would be the
better for the provision of a1 ecrtain amount
of milk each day. As we know, and medi-
cal aunthorities have stated, milk is a com-
plete food, and contains in the proper pro-
portions everv essential necessary for a
meal. I should like the Government to con-
sider the plan that has been suggested hy
the Whole Milk Board. T do not say it is
the best possible plan, but it is deserving
of everv consideration. If we conld arrange
for the children who need milk to get it—
and every child needs milk—it wonid he very
much hetter for them as well as for the
community, and would provide another
means wherehy the products of our dairy
farmers were brought into conzumpiion. 1
now come to my last subject, namely the
sleeper-hewers of the Sounth-West. The
sleeper-hewers have heen a sort of ehopping
block for many yvears, and have been the
canse of heart-burning at different times,
heart-burning on my own part as well as
on the part of other people, particularly on

the part of the ecufters themselves. These
men consgtitute a very fine hody. Thev are
amonest the pick of the South-West, They

have always worked very hard, and have
always been justlyv entitled to whatever they
<onld get. They have bheen entitled fo more
than thev have been earning in recent years.
The depression, unfortunately, hit fhem very
hard. Sleeper-cutters were put on to sus-
tenance work, and were allowed to cut just
s0 many sleepers to keep them alive. That
was an act of grace on the part of the Gov-
ernment of the day. 1 do net think the
Forests Department likes sleeper-cutters. T
am snre of it. During the past 17 or 18
vears all the administration has tended to
eeiting rid of sleeper-cutters. 1 maintain,
and practical men in the timber industry
mainiam, that the sleeper-cutiers should
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vightly follow the wmills, They should go
through the bush that has been worked by
the mills, and would be able to make the
best use of timber that is damaged, knocked
down, or left behind. Sleeper-cutfers are
becoming fewer in number. That applies
particalarly to registered sleeper-entters,
because there have been no registrations
since 1918. lLast vear the Minister for
Forests, in a letter, stated that there were
plans for a maxtmum of 300 slecper-entters
for the next five years. He said that the
jarrah forests working plan provided for
hewing in State forests for a maximum of
300 men for the ensning five years. The
timber that was being made available for
that purpose was taken largely from the
sawmilling reserves. The Minister pointed
out that eutting for that sumber of men
could not e maintained for a long period,
and that the nmmber of men holding sleeper-
hewers' registration was 343, of whom 296
were cutting then. This letter was written
early last year. The position of a eertain
number of sleeper-cutters was that they were
granted local bewing permits on the royalties
set out by the Forests Department. For
soime reason the department decided that the
royalty was not sufficient, and many of the
local hewing permits were cancelled. Some
of the sleeper-cutters have been put out of
the Government bush. In the Willowdale
district eertain sleeper-cutters were puf off
their Moeks and local hewing permils weve
cancelled.  These men are now looking for
work in other places. The other day I asked
the Premier certain questions about sleeper-
cutting. I mentioned the increased royval-
ties. | should like to give some informa-
tion about the increased royalty, and to
quote certain examples dealing with the
local hewing permits. In the case of Ingle-
hope, the royalty was increased from 5s. to
135, per load; at Wellington, the loeal hew-
ing permit rovalty was increased from 13s.
to 26s. 6d.

The Premier: The buvers fix the royvalty.

Miss HOLMAN: These men had local
hewing permits on the basis of a certain

royalty. The permits were cancelled, and
were, in some ceases. put up for aue-
tion. Tn eonneetion with the Wellington

district, the Forests Department, on the
17th May, 1935, announced the rovalty
on the basis of 2,34 cubic feef at
3d. per cubic foot, which works out at a
royalty of 12s. 6d. per lead. In the fol-
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lowing month, on the 20tk June, a com-
munieation was sent to the same place noti-
fying that on 2,702 cubic feet the royalty
wasg 6.36d. per cubic fuot, equal to 26s.
Gd. per load, or move than double that
of the previous month. The local hewing
permits had been cancelled, and the price
of the timber had gone up. Some of the
permits were not put up for auetion, but
were cancelled, and another royalty put
on to the new permit. In the case of Wil-
lowdale, the royalty was increased from
10s. to 15s.; Noggerup, from 7s. 6d. to
15s.; Collie, from T7s. Gd. to 10s.; Muja,
from 5s. to 7s. 6d.; Bowelling, from 7s. 6d.
to 15s.; Tolyoake, from 7s. 6d. to 15s.:
and Shotts, from 7s. 6d. to 13s. Tn addi-
tion, there were the cases where permits
went up for auction. T disagree with the
auction system. It is a vicious pitting of
one contractor against another. The con-
tractors arve foreed to raise their bids to the
imit to get a permit. T do not wish
it to he thought T desire to protect
all eontractors. I do not hold any brief
for those who exploit the workers. Some
of those men who were on permits were
only sleeper-cutters themselves who were
classed as contractors. Thev also had to
go right up to the limit of what they counld
afford in order to get permits. It has heen
stated there were certain rebates in the
timber industry, but very little of that ap-
plied to hewing. There was a certain re-
bate on sawmilling, a 20 per ecent. log
royalty rebale, a 25 per cent. inspection
fees rebate, and 3s. per load vebate on
sawn timber for export. If the 5s. rebate
on sawn timber for export were applied
to the hewn sleepers also, it would be of
some advanfage. At the time these rebates
were given to the sawmilling indastry,
there was an inerease in the hewing royal-
ties.

Sitting suspended from 6.135 to 7.30 p.m.

Miss HOLMAN: Just before the fea
adjournmment, I was pointing out that some
rebates had been granted in respeet of
sawn timber, but not to the same extent
with regard to hewn sleepers. T would
like to make a comparison belween the roy-
alty paid on sawn timber that only amounts
to from 5s. to 6s., and the royalty paid by
the sleeper cutters whieh runs from 12s.
to 26s. 6d. The eosts in connection with a
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load of sleepers represeni a fairly large
amount, ineluding royalty from "2s. to
26s. B6d., cartage to about 1ls, inspeetion
to 1ls. 734d., and freight «ill be anvthing
from 12s. to 24s. Freight, of course, is a
variable quantity depending upon the dis-
tance over which the sleepers are carted.
About two yvears ago a rebate in conneec-
tion with the inspeetion tees was granted.
The inspection fee was originally 1s. per
load. About 15 years ago it was increased
to 2s. 1%%d. per load on Crown lands and
to 3s. 214d. per load on private land. Two
vears ago the fee was reduced to 1s. 7T14d.
all round. That decrease represents a re-
duetion of 23 per cent. and 50 per cent. in
respeet of Crown land and private land
respectively. That reduction sounds a good
deal but when it is realised that it repre-
sents 6d. in one case and about Is. 7d. in
the other, it will he seen that it does not
amount to so much. An inspector ean
inspeet up to 1,000 sleepers per day and,
in those circumstances, it ean easily be
seen that, with 16 to 20 sleepers constitat-
ing a load, the existing charge is too high
and the rebate that has been made is not
at all large. It is unfortunate that there
is very little sympathy apparent for the
cutters, As I indicated before, cutting in
poorer bush and the necessity to cart
slecpers over longer distances combine to
make the position very diffienlt for the
culters. With respect to Crown lands, the
foresters mark trees and the sleepercut-
ters must cut those that are marked. The
sleepereutter is a2 practical man and he
knows before he cuts the tree, whether
he will be able to get a sleeper
out of if. Unfortunately, in many in-
stanees, the views of the sleepercutier
and the marker differ widely. It often bhap-
pens that after a tree has been cut and the
cutter endeavours to get a sleeper out of it,
the sleeper is condemned hut the entter has
to pay rovalty on sleepers so econdenined
just the same. T thoroughly disagree with
the present system of avetioning blocks
and running wp the amounts receivable as
rovalty. Possibly it would not be out of
place for me to give members particulars of
a recent instance, to lend point to what I
say. In the Busselton district two blocks
were submitted to awetion and the upset
price per block fixed hy the Forests Depart-
ment was 13s. 6d. At the auction, various
contractors competed against each other to
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such an extent that the blocks were knocked
down to two men at a royalty of 30s. The
upshot was that the Lwo contractors could
not carry oul their contract on the basis
of royalty at 30s. They had to forfeit their
deposits, and eventually the blocks were
again put up to auection. On the second
oceasion, there were not so many contrac-
tors lhdding and finally the two men who
had originally secured the blocks, again had
the righ} to cut on the blocks at a royalty of
13s. Gd., the upset price that was fixed at
the outset by the department. In view of
such an ocemrrence, it seems to me that
something 1s wrong. I suggest that instead
of submitting blocks to auction, a board
should be appointed to deal with the matter
along lines similar to that adopted by the
Land Board. When a block of land is
thrown open for selection, a price is put on
cach block, and the members of the board
decide which of the applicants for any par-
ticular bloek shall be allowed to take posses-
sion of it. It would be far better if a simi-
lar system were applied in connection with
our forests, The existing system has led
to many abuses. It has allowed things to
happen fthat should not have been per-
mifterd. Private landowners are raiging their
charges, and so the dreadful cirele 1s allowed
to eontinue. A further and more important
remedy still would he a reduction in the
freight charged by the railways. The Rail-
way Department obtain fair returns from
the ¢avriage of sleepers. Over 12 per cent.
of the total tonnage hauled by the railways
is represented by timber, and 12 per cent.
of the revenne in respect of goods hauled is
derived from timher, of which a great part
is obtained from sleepers. The Railway De-
partment charge the same for hewn sleepers
as  for seasoned timber, although hewn
slecpers are worth £5 13s. per load, whereas
seasoned timber is worth about double that
figure. Then, again, the department haul
mining timber at speeially reduced rates and
sleepers for wheat stacks and logs for mill-
ing purpeses at cut prices. I do not wish
to protect the eontractors who ave exploit-
ing the cutters, but I claim that there are
many ubuses in the industry at the present
time. and I believe the Forests Department
should have more regard for the men who
have done so muech in the past to help in
building up the timber industry. At pre-
sent men are foreced to tender to the limit
and the Government, and the Forests De-
partment by their royaliy charges and by
submitting blocks to auction, are accessories
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to the fact that hewers are being exploited.
These charges are forcing the contractors to
pay small wages to the sleepercutters. It is
hard for the latter in these days to earn
even the basic wage, whereas they should
have, aceording to the rate specified in the
award for broad-axemen, a margin of 24ds.
over Lthe basic wage. The other evening
the member for Collie (Mr. Wilson} quoted
an instance in which, he said, a certain con-
tractor did not pay the men more when he
had to pay a smaller royalty. I am not
in that econtractor's counfidenee, but I would
remind members that the increased value of
sleepers to 12s,, enabled the principals on
occasions to allow a higher price for royalty
and on other oceasions the price was bal-
anced in one section by the smaller railage
freight and in the other section by the
greater freight over longer distances. As
the member for Collie mentioned, the For-
ests Department have done some excellent
work in the South-West. Affer many years
of negleet and rash use of the forests, the
departiient have now engaged in the neees-
sary work of reforestation. Even so, a few
complaints have been made regarding the
land that has been reserved for reforestation
purposes. I have had many complaints from

the southern end of my electorate
where land has heen reserved by
the department although the farmers
econsider the arenz so  reserved are
not  suitable for  foresitry  purposes

and wish te bave them thrown open for
selection as agrienltnral holdings. So it
will be seen that there are complaints on
that score. During the depression the
Forests Department provided opportunities
for employment and many men were en-
gaged in domng useful work in the forests.
During that period, however, individual
sleepercutters were pul on blocks where
they were required to work for what was
really the dole. The sleeper business shrank
and the rates pavable deereased. The low
rates are being continued to-day. There are
various explanations. For my part, 1 would
like an inquiry to be held regarding forestry
matters. I would like fo see an investiga-
tion inlo the whele of the ramifications of
forestry work, sleeper-eunfting, royalties and
50 forth. T would like that inquiry held in
order to ascertain if we can rectifv the evils
that have grown up. In the worst years of
the depression, the Forests Department
charged a smaller royalty. Within the last
six months almost every loeal hewing per-
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mit royally has been raised. It appears,
now that conditions show a slight improve-
ment, the Forest: Department are cutting
the contractors down by levying a higher
rovalty on Crown lands and, consequently,
are also beating the hewers down and pre-
venting them from getting a higher rate.
As the Premier said the other evening, there
ave more cuiters working on private land
ta-day than on Crown land, but there are
very few of the old cutters left. T do not
think there can be many more than a hun-
dred working in the industry at present. A
ereat many of those who were working on
Crown land have been hunted off by the
cancellation of their local hewing permits.
They are hard-working men, bot no new
licenses have heen granted sinee 1918, 1
think that the Government and the Forests
Department shonld help these men to pro-
dure the valuable export commodity that
they handle. Failing that, the men will have
to xo on the dole. There is no question that
the sawn sleeper is dearer than the hewn
sleeper, but the hewn sieeper is the better.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Foreign countries
arc demanding the sawn sleeper.

Miss HOLMAXN: The contracts provide
for sawn or hewn sleepers. The hewn
sleepers do not eost so much and that en-
ables a blending of the sleepers that are
shipped. lixporters are able to tender for
contracts. I am sure the Government are
anxious fo do their best for the sleeper-

cutters. [ do not believe it is their policy
to take advantage of these underpaid

workers, but T feel that something should
he done to assist them. It s a aving
shame that thev should have been treated as
thex have heen. They are being run out
of the industry, and in a few years none
of them will bhe left. T have heen twitted
with being the “member for the timber
workers and sleepercutters.” We had an
example the other night when the member
for Xelson (Mr. J. H. Smith}) was speak-
ing. When [ interjected, he told me that
he had practical knowledre of the industry
that 1 did not possess. I have a good bit
of knowledge about the industry withont
having had practical experience. T know
what these men are suffering, and how they
are underpaid. What is more, if it comes
to a point, T will back up my knowledge with
my vote, which is more than the member
tor Nelson will ever do. There is not much
more that I ean say. There are a number
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of works in my eleciorate, including the
railway deviation mentioned by the mem-
ber for Collie. That of course is an in-
stanee of progress, and if justice is given
to the settlers whose land bas been used by
the railway we shall have no canse for com-
plaint. I have to congratulate the Govern-
ment on the work they are doing on the
roads in the South-West. If it continues,
we shall soon have perfect roads down
there. But if we could have men con-
stantly engaged oo the maintenance of the
roads we would not bave our good voads
caten into potholes.

Hon. C. G. Latham: You mean they are
spending money on making roads but are
not maintaining them?

Miss HOLMAN: They are maintaining
them, but if the work were done immedi-
ately it was required, by permanent main-
tenance tmen, il would he Dbetter for all
concerned. I thank the Government for
the belp they have given me in my elee-
torate, and I hope they will give the assis-
innee badly nceded by the sleepercutters.

MR. NEEDHAM (lerth) [7.49]: The
Leader of the Opposition during the course
of his address referred to the Budget
speech of the Premier as a pre-election
speech. That is a very cheap term, and a
term frequently used hy members of that
parfy. Tt is merely the repetition of a
parrot-like phrase applied to the Govern-
ttent at times, and is intended to mean
that because an election is pending the
Premier is simply trying to dress a window
to present tn the clectors.

Hon. C. G. Latham: That has been =aid
about all Premiers.

Mr. NEEDHADM: I think the hon. wem-
ber who designated the Budget speech a
pre-cleciion speech should have heen very
careful betore doing so. He was reluctant
to praise anything the Government had
done, but he hastened to ridieule them. In
view of recent politieal history, one can
understand the attitude of the Leader of
the Opposition, who was the deputy Leader
of the party which deluded the people of
the State in 1930 by making promises on
the eve of an election, promises which were
never fulfilled. He was deputy to Sir
James Mitchell, who was then Leader of the
party, and with his leader he made certain
promi=es on the eve of the election. promises
which they had no intention of fulfilling.
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Hon. €. G. Latham: You should not say
“intention,” you should say “opportunity.”

Mr. NEEDHAM: The famous statement
made by his leader, Sir James Mitchell, on
the eve of the 1933 election, was that if re-
turned he would provide work for all. That
is now a matter of history. There was no
besitation about the utteranece made by Sir
James at that time, and it was repeated by
the member for York.

Hon. C. G. Latham: 1t was
peated by me. Stick to the truth.

Mr. Thorn: And the hon. member was not
the member for York.

My, NEEDHAM: I am afraid I said the
election of 1933, whereas of course I should
have said the election of 1930. If my
honourable friend did not vepeat the state-
ment of his leader, he did not make any
denial of if, and his silence gave consent
to that promise that if returned by the elee-
tors in 1930 the new Government would
provide work for all. I repeat that the
present Leader of the Opposition made no
statement during the course of that election
which would have led one to believe that
be differed from the statement made by his
leader. It is well within public memory
that, instead of work being provided for
all, unemployment reached its high water
nuark duaring the period 1930-33. There
was the pre-election promise made, not in
this Parliament, but on the hustings, and
made, T venture to say, with the intention of
entrapping the unwary elector. I admit
that at the time that utterance was made
the economic blizzard had just struck our
shores and was making ifself felt. T admit
that we were just then realising that we
were canght in the toils of its devastating
force. While that was so, it was not a
sudden or unexpected visitation. All the
signs of the times were indicative of the
fact that the economie storm wag approach.-
ing. The warnings were many and the
evidence of an intending slomp was ample.
It is well to recall the difference between
the attitude adopted by the then Premier
of the State, Mr. Collier, and that adopted
by Sir James Mitehell, the then Leader of
the Opposition. Mr. Collier never hesi-
tated to tell the people what the signs were,
nor to tell them how he read those signms.
In all his speeches he stressed the fact that
the signs of the times presaged difficulties
ahead, and he said that if bhis Government
were returned to office he would be set a

nEVEr Ire-
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most diffieult task in steering the ship of
State through the tempestuous economie
seas ahead. I remember that on the night
before the eleetion day of 1930 Mr. Collier
in his final speeeh to the electors stressed
that point, and said that if returned to
office he would be faced with the economie
trouble that was coming to it; he realised,
he said, that his Government would not he
able to do many things they would like to
do. So, as T say, right on the eve of the
clection he did warn the electors of the im-
pending trouble. That was entirely differ-
ent from the attitude adopted by his op-
ponents, the leader of whom was Sir James
Mitchell. There was mno such attitude
adopted by Sir James, and no such frank-
ness by the member for York, the deputy
of Sir James. In none of his speeches did
he stress the danger ahead.

Hon. C. G. Latham: When was this?

Mr. NEEDHAM: At the 1930 election.

Hen. C. (. Latham: You are talking
without your hock., I was not member for
York in those days.

Mr, NEEDHAM : Bat you held a respon-
sible position in the Country Party.

Hon. €. ¢, Latham: I did not. Do not
vou remember the time when you enter-
tained me at Canberra?

Mr. NEEDHAM: That was long before
1930, and had I known the hon. member
then as well as I do now, I might have
entertained him in different fashion. But
even if the hon. member was not the
Leader of the Country Party on that ocea-
sion, be was certainly a responsible mem-
ber of that party. Yet he did not attempt
to dissuade the electors from the view ex-
pressed by Sir James Mitchell, whose de-
finite promise to the people was that there
should be work for all. As I have said,
it is a matter of history that that promise
was never honoured. Sir James and his
party had the same chance to read the
signs of the times as had the members
of Mr. Collier’s party, and if they did not
read them their offence was all the greater,
beeause it was their duty to see and watch
the indications of ecoming trouble. The
only conclusion I ean come to in regard
to his pre-electicn speeches and promises
is that Sir James on that occasion knew
that his promise could not be carried ont,
yet still made it as a catch-ery to get the
votes of the electors.
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Hon. C. G. Latham: Would you be sur-
prised to know that I did not make a
speech at that election? I was veturned
unopposed,

Mr. Tonkin: 1)id nof you assist any other
members of your side?

Hon, C. G, Latham: XNo.

Mr. NEEDHAM: If T have made a mis-
take In regard to the position of the hon.
member on that oceasion, I still say he
tacitly agreed to that promise of work for
all, and so to that extent he shared in the
making of it. The Teader of the Opposi-
tion has deseribed the recent Budget speech
delivered by the Premier as a pre-election
speech. May I remind him there is such
a thing as the fulfilment of election pro-
mises. The Budget speech recently deliv-
ered by the Premier is the completion of
the fulfilment of his pre-election speeches
of 1933, He then promised that there would
be periods of full-time employment on the
basic wage for the unemployed. That pro-
mise has been fulfilled, and the employ-
ment figures speak for themselves. Con-
ditions of trading during the three years
1930-33 were not at all creditable to any
Government, despite the fact that we were
involved in economic trouble. Besides pro-
mising periods of work at the basic wage,
the Premier said that if returned to office
he wounld make drastic alterations in the
financial emergency legislation. That pre-
election pledge has also been honoured. At
the beginning of the first session of this
Parliament, as members know, the first
attempt was made on the financial emer-
geney reductions, and relief was given fo
men on the basic wage, and a pro-
mise made that there would be re-
lief for members of the public serviee.
Last year we witnessed the second stage of
the remaval of the financial emergeney cuts
when salaries up to £500 were restored. Now
we have the promise that from the 1st Janu-
ary next the whole of the financial emer-
geney cunts will be abolished. Therefore, 1
say to my friends opposite that instead of
the Premier’s Budget Speech being a pre-
election speech, it is a fulfilment of promises
made to the electors, which may be some-
thing strange to the understanding of my
friends opposite, so far as their govern-
mental record is concemed.  During his
address the Leader of the Opposition said
he was disappointed that, although the
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Economic Council had been operating for
over two vears, imports from the Eastern
States had inereased by one million pounds.
While T admit that faet, and I regret to
have to admit it, that is not the fault of
the Economic Counecil. I venture to say that
the Economie Council have done a vast
amount of good work in their campaign to
encourage the use of local produets, and
the resnlt of that campaign has meant con-
siderable henefii to the people. 1 realise
that it s a veryv diffieult matter to bring
about a proper psychology amongst the
people, but if the Economic Couneil have
failed to ing about the proper psycho-
logy, namely to establish in the minds of
cilizens of this State the imperative neces-
sity for purchasing loeal products, again 1
repeat it ix not the fault of the ¥eonomie
Council.

Mr. North: Is not there room for im-
ports as well as for loeal products?

Mr. NEEDHAM: There is room for im-
porting some goods from the Eastern States.
Long hefore the Economie Council were
established, T was a keen advocate of pur-
chasing local goods first of all, and if goods
were not manufactured in this State, natur
ally the next preference should go to our
people in the Eastern States and the third
preference to British goods. There shounld
be a greater local eonsumption of local
goods. The Economie Council set ouf to try
to establish the necessary psychology. They
have not been successful to the extent that
they desired or to the point for which they
s0 ably worked, but [ reiterate that thal was
not their fault. It was due to the apathy
of the people of the State, the indifference
displayed by the average citizen as to where
his purchases come from. COur people have
not a habit, when making purchases, of agk-
ing where the articles were made, whether
those articles be food, clothing or anything
else. That psychology iz necessary before
the local producis campaign can become a
complete success. That is what the Eeono-
mic Council have striven nobly to attain
and ne man worked harder to that end than
did the Minister for Employment. While
imports from the Eastern States have in-
creased by £1,000,000 during the past year,
let me point out that the greater propor-
tion of those imports comprised goods that
were not being extensively manufaectured, if
manufactured at all, in this State. When
we cannot get a product manufactured
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loeally we must purchase from the other
States of the Commonwealth. The fact that
imports from the Eastern States inereased
by £1,000,000 last vear does not signify that
the work of the Xeonomie Counecil has been
in wvain. T realise that better work counld
be done, but better work ¢an only be acecomp-
lished by the co-operation of the citizens
of the State with the Eeonomic Council in
the matter of patronising local produets.
Despite the excellent work done hy the
Economi¢ Council, they have not been able
to convert ecitizens to the need for purchas-
ing local products. There iz another phase
of their work to which reference might be
made, namely, they have been responsible
for a notable increase in the number of per-
sons employed in faetories in this State,
which are well on their way towards reach-
ing the figures of 1929. That is something
accomplished, something done. The very
fact that the number of employees in fac-
tories has been inereased to that extent in-
dicates the relief to the Government in the
matter of finding employment. When we
remember that 1929 was the peak vear of
our prosperity and that the work of the
Economic Couneil is resnlting in our almost
reaching those fignres, we have reason to be
grateful for the work the Economie Council
have done. [ referred a little while ago
to a statement by the Leader of the Opposi-
tion. This afternoon we had a speech by
another party leader, namely the Leader of
the XNational Party. I noticed that that
honourable and learned gentlaman tried to
lash him=elf intn a fury about somelhing
the Government have done in the matter of
the remission of finuncial emergency cuts.
I notierd also that he displayed a death-
bed repentance for the existence of the Pre-
miers’ Plan, which he himself helped to
bring into operation in this State. He also
indicated that he had developed a sudden
solicitude for the widows and orphans who,
he said, were soffering as a result of the
operation of the Premiers’ Plan. He fol-
lowed on by showing some intevest in the
unemployed youth of the State. After dis-
playing this helated interest in the welfare
of those poople and condemning the Govern-
ment of the day for not having done more
for them, he sat down without suggesting
any way out of the present difficulty. Not
one suggestion did he make to benefit the
widow or orphan whom he lamented; no
method did he suggest by which one youth
eouldl be placed in employment. That is

FASSEMBLY .}

the attitude of the Leader of the National
Party.

AMr. MeDonald: He suggested an inter-
State convention to deal with the employ-
ment of wvouth.

Mr. NEEDHAM: That suggestion was
made long hefore the Leader of the Nalion-
alist Party mentioned €. What I was re-
ferring to move partienlarly was that the
hon. gentleman lumself was portly respon-
sible for implementing the Premiers’ Plan.
He was a member of the Government that
brought it in. When it became a little dan-
gerous, he got out of the Government, and
then started to criticise something which he
himself bhad voied for and helped to pass
as a private member, 1 do not know of
anything on record to show that he op-
posed the implementing of the Premiers’
Plan in all its phases, ineluding it= hinpo-
sitions on widows and orphans. I realise
that very many people in this Stale and in
the Commonwealth have suffered and are
suffering hecause of the Premiers” Tlan.
Any number of people who had made some
little investments to try fo tide them over
the declining vears of their lives suddenly
found the income taken from them. or if
not taken completely, at least considerably
reduced. That was one of the many plases
of the Premiers’ Plan. When the reduction
of interest was nade, no exemption was
granted in relation to the amount of income
being reccived. The widow was (reafed in
precisely the same manner as the wan deal-
ing in hundreds of thousands of pounds.
It is too late in the dayv for the Leader of
the XNationalist Party to lament that now,
especinlly when he himself was a party to
inplementing that very procedure. Az the
member for West Perth interjected. the
Leader of the Nationalist Party did suggest
an inter-State convention to deal with the
problem of the employment of vouth. but
the snggestion is not new. I think the
Leader of the Nationalist Party renlises that
he must share the rvesponsibility for the
Premiers’ Plan and the misery that it helped
to hring ahout.

Mr. North: Hope deferred maokes the
heart sieck. It has been geing on for a long
time.

Mr. NEEDHAM: It has. Had the Lab-
our Party been in office at an earlier stage,
we would not have heen suffering from all
the eurses of the Premicrs’ Plan for so long.
I think the Government have done excep-
tionally well in getting clear of it in the
time. When the Premier was making his
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Budget Speech and announcing that all
emergeney salary euts would be abolished,
1 interjected that that was the end of the
Premiers’ Plan. It was the end of the Pre-
miers' Plan so far as the Plan affected
salary cuts, but there ave still some features
of the Plan in cxistenee, notabhly the pro-
visions relating to interest reduction, and
there is the legislation regarding mortgages.
So far as the Government have gone in their
elimination of the Premiers’ Plan, they have
Inlfilled to the letter their pledges to the
people of this State. Some comment has
been made of the Civil Service and of the
proposed abolition of the salary reductions.
I think it is time that those deductions were
eliminated. It is a well-known fact that the
Civil Service of this State is the poorest paid
service in the Commonwealth, and no one

ean say that our Civil Service s less
efficient than that of anv other State of
the Commonwealth. I have had con-

sidernble experience of the Civil Services
I

of the Commonwealth and I venture to
say that we have in Western Ans-
tralia a Civil Serviee equal to any.

I can also say without exaggeration that our
Publie Rerviee is superior to those of many
of the uther States in efficiency, prompti-
tude and courtesy so far as their work is
concerned. It is regrettable that ours is
the lowest-paid Public Service in Australia,
and therefore it is time the load our public
servants are carrying was lifted from their
shoulders. The Leader of the Opposition
also said there should be veduetion of in-
terest on borrowed monev. [ agree with
him. He further suggested a few ways to
establizh confidence in the public mind. One
of the ways he snggested was a balanced
Budgel. and another was a fixed price of
5s. per bushel for wheat. The balanced
Budget would he highly useful so long as
it did not entail too much sacrifice on the
people. Like the hon. member, I would
be glad to see a proper price fixed for the
bushel of wheat. I realise that the farmers
of Western Australia have been hard hit,
But why stop at fixing the price of wheat?
There are other things as regards which
price-fixing would come in handy, and not
only for the producer but alse for the eon-
sumer. However, T heard no word from the
Leader of the Opposition as to establishing
a fixed price for any commodity other than
wheat, Again I agree with the hon.
gentleman that we should fix the price of
wheat, but T would go further and
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fix the price of a good many things.
To-day the price of bread is rising. When
from thiz side of the Chamber it bas been
suggested that we should make an attempt
to fix the price of bread, there has been a
howl of indignation from people holding
the same views as my friends opposite, A
half-penny per loaf increase to-day means
a big item to many Western Australian
families. Bread is the principal food in
many of our homes. It bhas been so for
years; and to-day bread is about all many
families can get; there is little meat or
butter tn go with it. To a family with four
or five growing children, an increase of a
half-penny per loaf means a great deal.
Thus there are other things besides wheat
for which the price might be fixed. When
the Government sent to another place a
Bill that would tend to equalise matters as
regards the baking industry, that Bill was
contemptuounsly thrown out there.

Hon. C. G. Latham: That Bill would not
reduce the price of bread.

Mr. NEEDHAM: I do not say it would
do that, but it would make an arrangement
for better dealing as regards the bakers
and the public. Because the measure was
zoing to make things a little better for the
eonsumer, it was contemptuously rejected
by another place. I wonder does the
L.eader of the Opposition imagine that those
would be the only ways to establish publie
confidence—fixing the price of wheat and
having a balanced Budget. There are other
ways. One of the best ways would be to
have monetary reform. There are vital
questions of finance, credit and currency in-
volved in the monetary policy. If we had
some of the reforms asked for in the mone-
tary system, it would go a long way not
only to restore public confidence but to
stabilise it. The restoration of public con-
fidence lies along the lines of monetary re-
form rather than along those mentioned by
the Leader of the Opposition. 1 agree that
such a reform would have to be Australia-
wide. 1 realise that this Parliament alone
cannot bring about monetary reform. But
this Parliament and my friends opposite
can co-operate with those of us who are
anxious fo bring about monetary reform.
That is a reform of which all parties to-
day realise the necessity. Monetary reform
was the main question at the 1931 and 1934
Federal elections. Tt is a matter of history
how the money power then fought the
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policy of the Australian Labour Pariy. 1t
is a well-known fact that when the Austra-
lian Labour Party came into the arena
with its policy of nationalisation of bank-
ing, the money power was solidly hehind
our opponents, That was so in 1931 and
again in 1934, So important was the ques-
tion during the Federal election of last
vear, that the Prime Minister, Mr. Lyons,
got a bit anxious about the matter. He felt
a little perturbed when he saw the deter-
mination of the Australian Labour Party to
forece that question to the front and make
it a main issne of the election. Realising
the importance of the matter and afraid
of the result of any indifference on his
part, the Prime Minister said he would ap-
point a Royal Commission to inquire into
the banking system. That was another pre-
election pledge of the Federal Government
of the day which so far has not been

honoured. The money power has heen
busy ever since to prevent the ful-
filment of that promise. The money

power that was so vigilant and so effective
in its opposition to Labour during the elec-
tions of 1931 and 1934, is still vigilant and
has done everything possible to prevent the
Prime Minister and his Government from
fulfilling that promise. The question of
the appointment of a Royal Commission
to inquire into the banking system is still
being considered by the Federal Govern-
ment, 12 months after the election. I am
not surprised at that. Tf the Federal Gov-
ernment did appoint a Royal Commission
to inquire into the banking institutions of
the Commonwealth, I know what sort of
a eommission it wounld be. On one ocea-
sion Mr. Lyons 'stated, “‘I stand fonr-
square for the banks.”” That being so, I
do not think his Government will be in
a horry to appoint a Royal Commission
that would make anything like an effective
inquiry. In view of that statement of the
Prime Minister, I consider that he and his
Government would prefer a dietatorship of
the banks to monetary reform. That is
how I sum up the Federal Government’s
attitude in relation to banking. No matter
what their attitude may be towards the all-
important question of monetary reform,
the time is not far distant when the pre-
sent occupants of the Federal Treasury
benches will be compelled to vield to the
public demand for release from the
shackles of financial dictatorship. Since
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the ioeeption of ihe Premiers’ Plan four
years ago, the public debt of Australia
has increased by mearly £100,000,000 and
the aggregate interest bill is now npearly
what it was when the Premiers’ Plan was
inflicted on the people. So, after all, from
a national point of view we have gained

little, if anything, from the Premiers’
Plan. The Premiers’ Plan insisted on a
2215 per cent. reduction in interest.

Through the inerease of our national debt
by another £100,000,000, our annual inter-
est bill is praetically back to where it was.
That is the trouble we are faced with, and
the banks are reaping all the benefits of
tt. These profit-making institutions are
reaping a harvest out of all this. Nearly
all the gain made by interest reductions
throngh the Premiers’ Plan has been lost
by the increase in the public debt. During
the past few years, embroiled as we were
in economic diffieulties, millions of pounds
were required for large-seale public works,
to absorl unemployed and minimise unem-
ployment and develop trade, indusiry and
commerce. Bnt rightly or wrongly, during
these years of depression, the banks have
been adamant in their policy. The Com-
monwealth Bank, working in concert with
the private  bhanks, has_ refused time
and again to supply the requests of the
regpective (lovernments when placing be-
fore them their works programmes. That
attitude has made {he effects of the depres-
sion worse than they would have been un-
der ordinary ecirecumstances. The banks
have refused to supply anything like the
neeessary amount, and at the same time
their interest charges have been stupen-
douns. Why should we continue longer to
pay interest to these private holders? Why
not nationalise the banking system and
pay the interest into the mnational ex-
chequer? No matter what we do in this
Parliament to help the people, we cannot
get far along the road towards prosperity
while the preseni monetary system Jasts.
I say again, I realise that singly this Par-
liament can do nothing. But working in
congert with the other Anstralian Parlia-
ments and heeding the public demand for
monetary reform, we would do well to
insist upon the Federal Government of ithe
day, if they will do nothing more, hasten-
ing the appointment of a Royal Commis-
sion Lo inquire inte the banking system,
T venture to say that if they do, they will
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find ample proof that the Australian La-
bour Party are on the right track in de-
manding monetary reform. The Australian
Labour Party will continue to advoecate
monetary  veform, the nationalisation of
banking, and the national control of eur-
reney and credit until such time as we see
these things established on the statute-book
of the national Parliainent.

MR. McDONALD (West Perth) [8.29]:
The member for Perth (Mr. Needham), in
the course of a skilful pre-election speech of
his own, has expressed his horror of other
people’s pre-election speeches. I do not
propose to join in the chorus of eongratula-
tion which has come from the other side of
the Chamber, but I do want to congratu-
late the member for Perth on the phrase
“toilers of a devastating foree” 1 was get-
ting very tired of the phrase “erunomic
blizzard,” and I liked the substitution. There
have heen a lot of congratulations to the
Government beeause they have done certain
things such as restoring euts in the Civil
Service. Everybody in the State without
exception will be glad that the Premier as
Treasurer has considered that the financial
position justifies the restoration of those
cufs.

The Premier: We have not had so many
congratulations, only a few.

Mr. MeDONALD: It is what evervone de-
sires to see, that is, the removal of all finan-
cial emergency legislation, becanse it wonld
be an indication that the times had changed
to such an cxtent as to enable that course
to he taken. 1 should like to he able to
congratnlate the present Government, or any
Government, on doing some unpopular
things. Tt is the wnpopular thinzs which
often have heen of great service to the
country. The Premiers’ Plan, which is
almost past history now, was unpopular,
and in the remarks I propose to make T
wish it to be understood that I am speak-
ing entirely for myself. I should like to
express the opinion that the passing of the
Premiers’ Plan was an act of political cour-
age on the part of the Seullin Government
and of the six State Governments.

The Premier: But it was not adopted in
the manner expressed by your Teader.

AMr. McDONALD: T may deal with that
aspect of the matter later on. The I're-
miers’ Plan was forced on the Common-
wea'th Government and on the six Parlia-
ments. They had no aption but fo carry

it through hecause at that stage Senator
Barnes, who was then a Minister in the Seul-
lin Government, =aid frankly that the Gov-
ernment would be able to pay 12s. by way
of old age pensions up to the 31st July. and
after that would not be able to pay any pen-
sions if the Premiers’ Plan were nol adopted.
It was the only expedient lor the ('emmon-
wealth Government at the time i enable
them to control the finances and carev on
the services of the Commonwealth and the
States.

The Premier: The member for Nedlands
said that the then Prime Minister forced
it on. That is not true. It is misrepre-
sentation.

AMr. MeDOXNALD: Tt has been said re-
peatedly in this House that the Common-
wealth Government has overridine power,
and is in the position of forcing finaneial
measures on all the States. The Premier
has repeated that statement in this House.

The Premier: I have not said that at all.

Mr. McDONALD: It has heen said in
this House.

The Premier: No matter what has been
said, the overriding power ix with the States.

Mr. MeDONALD: No doubt thev exer-
rise paramount power.

The Premier: Let that he thoroughly
understood; the overriding power is with
the States.

Mr. MeDONALD: But the
power is with the Commonwealth.

The Premier: At that conference the
Prime Minister had no power to foree any-
thing on the Stfates, but vour Leader said
to-night that the Prime Minister foreed it
on the States, and that is not true.

Mr. MeDOXNALD: The Commonwealth
possesses the overriding power of taxation
and they exercise it.

The Premier: That is not true.

Mr. MeDONALD: 1t is the view of my
lLeader.

The Premier: Not the view of your
Leader, the expression of your Leader.

Mr. MeDONALD: Whatever the position
may be, the fact remains that the Govern-
ments signed up the Premiers’ agreement
knowing that it was unpopular, and theyx
signed it because there was no alternative,
In those circumstances it i= not mueh nse to
dehate whether it is good or bad heeause
the facts show that the Premiers concerned
and the Prime Minister had no option but
to agree to the Tlan.

paramonnt
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The Premier: The Bill introduced in this
State by the Government of the day was
not in econformity with what was agreed to
at the conference. If went far beyond what
was agreed to.

Mr. MeDONALD: T admit it was an un-
popular measure and it was forced on the
people of Australia by the then economic
ctrenmstances. 1 wish to pay a tribute to
the various Governments that undertook to
introduce the legislation.  They, however,
realise that it was the only eourse to fol-
low. In this State the Government imple-
mented the Premiers’ Plan and they also
made the ent apply to private employment.
That mayv have heen right or wrong. At
the =ame time the Government intro-
duced legislation for the protection of
purchasers’ homes, legislation which was
more drastic against the lenders of money
than that which was passed by the Gov-
ernment of Victoria. The faet remains
that the then Government of this State
brought in legislation whieh they at that
time thought, rightly or' wrongly, was in
the besi interests of the State, and what
I wish to say is, without hesitation, that
the introduetion of that legislation was an
act of political courage. It is easy to do a
popular thing smuech as reducing taxation
or inereasing emoluments, but to take an
unpopular eourse which we know will
aftect the pockets of a large body of people
is an act of political courage which ean be
applanded. The people of this State at
that time recognised that they had repre-
sentatives who were prepared to do what
they thought was right without regard to
political considerations. I want to read a
lesson from what took place then becaunse I
hope the same political courage will be
exhibited in other parts of Australia as
was exhibited by the Government in 1931
That Government did what they thought
best to meet the silunation as it was then.
The position is that our loan policy was
Jjustified np to 1930 by the increasing popu-
lation and inecreasing production. That
Justification was a good basis for horrow-
ing money. In 1930 our production fell
off and our population became stationary,
and we still kept on borrowing. That was
the second phase of omr loan policy and
the bazis of our borrowing was justified
at that time because we said we had rto
borrow to tide over the depression until
our population inereased again and our
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production increased in value. Bat in 1935
we find that the restoration of our markets
and the increase in our population have not
materialised, and we further find that we
have lost certain markets overseas for our
main prodoet, wheat, and that it will be a
long time before we are able to get back
to the position of 1929. One of my objects
in spesking to-night is to express the
opinion that the time has arrived to re-
view our lean policy in the light of present
conditions. The necessity for reviewing
the loan policy is more pressing in this
State than in any other State of the Com-
monwealth, In the past we have bhorrowed
through the Loan Counecil substantial sums
of money. We have borrowed more per
head of population than any other State
hecanse the T.oan Council apparently has
realised that the requirements of Western
Australia ave such that greater latitude
should be allowed in borrowing money than
is allowed to the other States. The reason
why I say that we of all the States shouid
now review our loan policy, not necessa.-
ily to have it reduced—that would be a de-
sirable ohjective, though it would not be
possible immediately—but to review the
basis of our finaneces. I do not intend to
quote figures at length, but I do intend
to vefer to the latest ‘‘Commonwealth
Year Book?’ for the year 1934, page 435.

The Premier: Very misleading.

Mr. McDONALD: It may be, as the Pre-
mier says, but even atlowing for a con-
siderable variation hetween those figures
and the actual truth, I think the faects ave
what we shonld face. The figures show
an inerease in the public debt of the States
per head of population for the five-year
period ended the 30th June, 1933. During
that period the per capita indebtedness of
Western Australia inereased by £25 12s.
3d., that of South Australia by £14 16s.
10d., which is a little more than half, that
of New Sooth Wales by £13 15s. 9d,, that
of Vietoria by £6, and that of Tasmania
by 125, 4d. Queensland reduced its debt
by £4 8s. 8d. During the last twa years
there may be variations in those ratios,
but when we consider we have been bor-
rowing twice as much as Soutl Australia.
and forty fimes as much as Tasmania, it
is a matter which I think should make us
pause.

The Premier: Surely yon are aware that
those figures are not comparable; you
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ought to know that there are boards and
trusis in the other States, all of which
have the power to borrow money. The
figures are not comparable, and vou are
making a ridiculous comparison.

Mr. MeDONALD: I do not think it is
ridiculous.

Fhe Premier: Of course it is.

Mr. MeDONALD: Even allowing for a
certain variation due to the money bor-
rowed by boards and trusts, the faet ve-
mains that we are still borrowing, though
1 do not think we can avoid horrowing.
T said that members of the T.oan Couneil
restlised that we are in a position where we
must borrow.

The Premier: We have not berrowed more
heavily per head of population. You know
that hoards and trusts in the ofher States
have pewer to borrow millions, which are
not included in the borrowings by those
States. You ought to state that.

Mr. MeDONALD: If the Premier has the
figures T hope he will correct my figures. I
did say that these figures might not be
aceurate in view of the differing situations
in the other States.

The Premier: It is a ridiculous compari-
son.

Ay, McDONALD: The figures indicate
that we are inereasing our indebtedness at
a raie per head which is very great. T want
to come to the inference I draw from them.
Tn this State we were struck by the depres-
sion at a time when we had prepared for
a large expansion of State business. We
were at a great disadvantage compared with
the other States, which had created and paid
for their husiness. They were old, they had
money, and they had reserves. Of all the
States we have been placed in the most
serious financial position as a result of the
depression.

The Premier: It is wrong to compare
the per capita indebtedness of this State
with those of the other States. This State is
horrowing for all kinds of semi-Government
bodies, for which there are no borrowings
in the other States. Any comparison of that
kind is unfair.

Mr. MeDONALD: The figures I have
quoied come from the Commonwealth Year
Book. I am pleased to acknowledge that
there are variations due fo the fact that we
borrow for everything and everyone, where-
as in the other States local pullic utilities bor-
row on their own account. T said the fig-

S

urezs were subject to certain variationz. I
ageept the statement of the Premier when
he draws my attention te the difference in
the borrowing powers of the States. T cate-
gorically stated that these figures could not
he entirely accepted, but I maintain they
indicate that we are borrowing af a con-
siderable rate. I also say that in the ecir-
cumstances we cannot help borrowing at a
areater rate per capita than is the case with
the other States.

The Premier: The comparison iz
wether unfair and wrong.

Mr. Cross: A little knowledxe i< w dan-
gerous thing.

Mr. McDONALD: T hope the Prewier will
give the figures that will show they are
wrong.

The Premier: T have given them already.

My, MeDOXALD: No one would rejoice
mmore than I fo have them proved to be
wrong.

The Premier: You should have the in-
formation yourself,

Mr. MeDONALD: I wish to draw an in-
ference from the figures. Even allowing for
the borrowing by loeal hodies and pnblic
utitities in the other States, I maintain that
we are borrowing, and no doubt are com-
pelled to borrow, at a considerable rate per
head of the population to maintain the ser-
viees of the State.

The Premier: A eomparison of that kind
is most unfair to the State.

Mr. MeDONALD: Tt would be unfair to
the State if T failed to express what I
thonght.

The Premier: Your comparison is most
unfair to the State.

Mr. MeDONALD: It is subject to ecor-
rection on account of the difference in the
borrowing powers of the different States.
I cannol say more than that. We have to
consider what we should do to meet the
sitnation.

Mr, Cross: Do you propose to close down
public utilities?

The Premier: I have given the figures
over and over again. Sarely vou do not
want them repeated to-night?

AMr. MeDONALD: We have suffered more
than the developed States have suffered. I
helieve the Premier himself said we were
entitled to certain readjustments in the fin-
ancial relationships of the States and the
Commonweaith, T believe we are so entitled.
The Loan Council have recognised thai on

altn-
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acconnt of our situation we should receive
substantial help in our borrowing, We have
reevived it, and they have recognised our
moral right to it. That is not mueh good
to ns. The Loan Council or the other
States would no doubt prefer that we
should go on borrowing, and go on paying
interest on the amounts we borrow, than
that there should be any readjustment be-
tween the States and the Commonwealth in
the interests of \Western Australia, whereby
our ordinary revenue would be augmented
and our borrowing reduced. There is noth-
ing sacred about the Federal Constitution.
All constitutions have tv  be overhauled.
Twenty yvears after the Ameriean Constitu-
tion was framed, a convention was held with
a view to adapting the Constitution to the
exigencies of the time. We want to adapt
owr Commonwealth Constitution to the exi-
geneies 0f  the times in  the same way. I
want to urge, and I hope the Premier will
give the lead by a statement in the House,
that we should lose no time in holding an-
other Federal convention, or an assembly
of the Stales of the Commonwealth, on a
non-party basis, like any other convention,
and provide that the delegates shall repre-
sent not only the varions Governments, but
every party, in the hope of ‘arriving at
some adjustment that will strengthen the
financial position of Western Australia. We
should not always be obliged to borrow
money on which we have to pay interest.
The financia] position of the State cannot
be benelited except by some coneession from
the other States. What we have to ascer-
tain is whether the representatives of the
Eastern States and the Commonwealth will
give something away of what they now
have, to render adeguate justice to the
people of Western Australia. I hope they
will have the political courage to submit to
a reduction of the benefits which they have
so far gathered from Federation. My view
is that the finances and the future of our
State are sound. 1 have every confidence in
the future of Australia which oceupies a
position that shonld enable her to restore
her finances to a state of stability. The
time has come, however, when instead of
borrowing and being liable for inlerest, we
should use every endeavour ‘c get a con-
vention or an assembly on a non-party basis
of representatives of all the States, and all
the parties in each State, with the object of
making those adjustments which everyone
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here knows should be made in favour of
Western Australia.

The Premier: I agree with you there. At
the conference last year the Federal Go-
vernment absolutely refused to enterfain
the idea.

Mr. McDONALD: It should be con-
stantly emphasised. 1 should like the
Premier’§ poliey speech to hammer that
home al] the time. It should be hammered
home several times a year. In his reply I
should like him to affirm the determination
of the Government to insist upon a conven-
tion or an assembly of the States, to secure
that adjustment which time has shown must
be brought about in the Constitution and
in the relationship of the different States.

The Premier: They refused to listen to it
last year.

My, McDONALD: My objeet in quoting
the figures, which are subject to variations
on account of the different circumstances, is
that they appear in the Commonwealth
Year Book, and are there for all to see.
They represent much food for thought. They
represent a strong argument even if they
can be reduced, as no doubt they can be, for
immnediate action being taken, and continu-
oug pressure being brought to bear upon the
other States and the Commonwealth to se-
cure a revision of our relationship, which
we all elaim and agree is proper in the in-
terests of Western Australia.

The Premier: T agree.

MR. COVERLEY (Kimberley) [8.55]: I
appreciate the remarks of the member for
Whest Perth, although I do not agree with
all that he said with regard to our bor-
rowing policy. At any rate he has the
conrage of his conviections, I see many
dangers ahead if the Government restrict
thejir borrowing, especially in times ,of
depression. We have a young State to care
for, and it contains vast areas that require
to be developed. Now is the time to bor-
row money for the development of those
areas. If we had a Governmeni with the
courage to borrow enough money and pass
the necessary legisiation, much could be
done with the areas in {he North, which
are at present unoccupied. There must
be many changes in policy before any
works of great magnitude can be under-
taken there. On many occasions when
there has been a suggestion for develop-
mental works in the North, organisations
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of varions kinds which know nothing about
the matfer have begun bombarding the
Government through the Press and by
means of speeches, to prevent such work
from being undertaken. I have in mind
the Yampi iron ore deposits. A vast area
of iron deposit has been lying idle there
for all time. Speculators and others have
leases and reserves, but have done nothing
with them. They have been sufiicient to
stop anyone else who desired to develop
that part of the North-West. Not long
ago a Japanese delegation visited Western
Australia in the hope of forming a syndi-
cate of Australians to work the depesits
under Aunstralian conditions and Anstra-
lian laws. There are many reasons why
nothing came of that scheme. I was ra-
ther surprised to read letters in the Press
from returned secldiers, from the Young
Australia League and other people who
have no idea of what they are talking
about. They seemed to think that the Jap-
anese would have the right to go to Yampi
and begin eperations on their own account.
Everyone should know that a Japanese
syndicate cannot be formed in Australia.
Such a syndicate must consist of a British
personnel. T know a great deal about this
subjeet. I fthink it is a great pity for
Western Australia that the Japanese were
not allowed to negotiate for the right to
work those deposits. Had reasonable con-
sideration been given to their proposals, I
believe there wounld have been 400 men
working at Yampi Sound to-day. That is
a big thing to say, but I am positive that
if the Japanese had been allowed to finance
the work, the iron deposits would have
been worked to-day. Yt would have meant
that a big trade would have been opened
up in connection with the cattle industry
in the North. In these days we have little
of economic worth in the northern parts
of the State, for the primary industries
are not profilable by any means under
existing eonditions. All we have for sale
nowadays are caftle and iron, and if out-
side influences had not barged in, some-
thing would have been done regarding both
those products. I do not wish to east any
reflection upon those who at present hold
the concession over the Yampi Sound iron
deposits, but T am convinced that if ever
those deposits are worked, it will be with
Japanese eapital, not British eapital. I
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have information that goes to show that it
will not be an economiec proposition for
British capital.” Many people bhave a mis-
conception of the reason the Japanese
sought to secure the Yampi concession.
Many think that the Japanese require the
iron for war purposes, but they overlook
the faet that Japan has suffered severely
from earthquakes, despite which the coun-
try is going ahead by leaps and hounds.
Steel and iron are required fur building
purposes, for railway lines and other oper-
ations. There will be a lot more iron used
in those directions than will be utilised in
the manufacture of bullets, As a goou
Australian, T say that if it is n matter of
being killed by the Japanese or by any
other foreigners, I would much prefer to
be shot with Australian lead than with any
other of which T am aware. It would he
interesting to see something of a progres-
sive natnre carried out in the North-West.
For my part, I regard the present holders
of the Yampi Sound econcession as mere
speculators who are doing nothing. On the
other hand, they are in negotiation with
the Nippon Iron Company of Japan
to finance them in their work. TIn
my opinion, it is not right fo hold
up progress regarding the development

of a valuable deposit that rightly
belongs to the people of Western
Australia. 1 hope the Minister for Mines

will seriously consider the position before
he grants any further reservations or ex-
tends concessions that have been made in
that area. The member for West Perth (Mr.
McDonald) also referred to the congratn.
lations bestowed upon the Government. He
realises, as I do, that the present Govern-
ment have done much good. While he was
a long time trying to say that improvement
in the position was due to the actions of
the Government, I shall do so in a very few
words. I congratulate the Government on
the progress made during their term of
office, and I am grateful to them for the
sympathetic manner in which they have
dealt with the problems of the North-West,
I would particularly refer to their assist-
ance to the pearling industry, which suffered
a setback owing to monsoonal conditions. T
am pleased that the Government saw fit to
ask memhers of Parliament to participate
in a trip to the northern parts of the State.
Those that participated enjoyed the experi-
ence and improved their knowledge regard-
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ing the econditions and problems of the
North-West. For my part, I look to those
members who had the benefit of the trip
to assist me in securing coneessions from
the Government (o aid the northern parts
of the State.

Mr, McLarty: You should organise a few
more parties.

Mr. COVERLEY : The recent irip proved
of educational value to those who partici-
pated, and T wonld like to see all the mem-
hers of the Opposition in the Noxth.

Mr. Raphael: Perhaps yon could
some of them there.

Mr. COVERLEY: T do not know thai I
would like to lose any of them. Certainly
they say things ai times that annoy us, bhut
apart from that, ] zet en very well with
them. The more they know of the North
and its problems, the more they will realise
the wealth that is lving idle and the mare
assistance they will be prepared to gmive me
when I submit the case for the North, The
pearling industry suffered a severe blow as
a result of the recent willy-willy, and had
not the Government gone to the financial
assistance of the industry, I am satisfied
that not more than half a dozen pearlers
would have been able to carry on. I have
heard the opinion expressed that people did
not see any reason why the pearlers should
he assisted, any move than those who were
engaged in private business and had failed.
There is more to it than that. Broome de-
pends on the pearling industry, and many
thousands of pounds of publie funds have
been invested in the town., If the industry
eould not earry on, the whole of that ex-
penditure of public funds would finish up
as feed for white ants. From every angle,
the Government were justified in assisting
in the rehabilitation of the pearling indus-
try. There are one or two other matters I
shall dea! with. In the first place, T would
draw attention to the continuance of the
20 per cent. surcharze on wharfage dues.
That surcharge was first imposed as a war
measuare and has not been relinquished. The
matter is not new to either the Premier or
the Minister for the North-West, and T am
sure hoth realise that the tax is trebled
where people of the North-West are con-
vernedt.  When goods are received at Fre-
mantle, the 20 per cent. surcharge is levied.
When the goods are pnrchased and arve to
he despatched to the North, the sarcharge
of 20 per cent. is again applied when the

lose
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goods are shipped at Fremantle. When the
goods arrvive at Broome or some other north-
ern port, the same surcharge is again im-
posed, so that, in effect, the charge is one
of 60 per cent. I trust the Minister will
influence the Premier i securing the re-
moval of that surcharge. I desire to sup-
port the remarks of the nember for Roe-
bourne (Mr. Rodoreda) regarding the
necessity for an additional travelling allow-
ance being granted to each member who re-
presents a constitueney in the North. T am
pleased that he trodnced the subjeet. For
many years I felt that members who repre-
sent  northern constituencies should he
granted some additional assistance but, being
modesi vegarding snch personal matters, I
did not like to introduce the subject. See-
ing that the member for Roebourne has
quoted the expenses that have to be borne
hy members representing northern constitu-
encies, I shall content myself with endors-
ing his remarks and explaining that he did
not overstate the cost. It mav surprise
members to know that during a recent tour
throughout my electorate, I had on occa-
sions to pay £1 for a tin of petrol. Up to
date motor cars, while very useful, do not

travel on their reputations, but re-
quire petrol, and that was not wvery
satisfactory when I had to pav 3s

a gallen for the fuel. T hope the Premier
will give effert to his promise seviously to
consider that phase. The member for Roe-
hourne also referred to the various methods
of transpurt we had to indulge in, and to
my having resorted to pack horses atv times,
That was ¢uite true. T hal to take a trip
along the roast 300 miles north of Broome
in order to investigate ecomplaints and

arievances of peanut pgrowers, [ can
assure  the  Commitiee T would never

have done the trip by lugger. The member
for Roebourne did not mention that some-
times mofor cars refuse to go in the North,
in which circumstances one is forced to
complete the journey per boot. T desirve to
take this, apportunity to refer 10 the Royal
Commission appoinied to inquire into the
condition of the aborigines. I congratulate
the Government on their choice of a Royal
Conynissioner. | appreciate the early ac-
tion of fthe Ciovernment and the support
that members accorded the motion I sub-
mitted in favour of the appointinent of the
Commission. I pay a tribute to Mr. Mose-
lex for the thorough, painstaking manner
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in which he dealt with this very intricate
suestion. I do not agree with every word
contained in his report on the aborigines,
but on the whole [ am convinced that it
was a ~ound and practical report. I cer-
tainly am convinced that the report justified
the appointment of the Hoyal Commission.
The Estimates show that the cost of the
Commission was very small. If the amount
had been four times as great, the expendi-
ture would have heen justified if only by
reason of the fact that it gave the general
public an opportunity to realise how seri-
ous are the diseases that exist among the
natives in general, particularly leprosy.
The repori will also give the public an op-
portunity (o appreciate the hush policy
adopted during the past 10 years by both
the Chief Protector of Aborigines and the
Chiel Medical Officer of the State. The
Royal Commissioner in his report pointed
out that officers of the Aborigines Depart-
ment had been somewhat dilatory, and I
propose to quote one or two extracts from
that report, particularly with reference to
leprosy and medical attendance throughout
the whole of the Kimberleyv district. The ce-
currence of leprosy was originally discov-
cered in the Kimberley district in 1924 by
Ny, Cook, a specialist in tropical diseases.
He submitted -a report on the presence of
leprosy among the natives, but fromn that
tire nothing of a serious nature has been

attempted to deal with the disease.
Nothing has been done with regard to
medical examination or the extension of

hospital facilities. In fact, litile has been
done tn clean op the disease at all. The
Royal Commissioner in his report said
this—

T ean only say that it is amazing that so
Httle action has been taken since Dr. Cook re-
ported on the matter in 1924 Tn ten years
there haz bLeen no systematic examination of
natives for leprosy, and those lepers from this
State now at the leprosarium at Darwin—nnm-
hering about 80—were, as T pointed out in my
July report, discovered as a result of a very
cursory examination of a comparatively small
area of the Kimberlevs. It is essential that this
matter, perhaps above all others mentioned in
this report, should reeeive urgent attention.

Further. the Roval Commissioner, referring’

1o the accommodation provided for these
cases. had this fo say—

If this area were used merely for the purpose
of holding patients for a few days pending re-
moval the position would still be bad. To have
used it as an appropriate site in which to hoid
thase patients for eight months suggests. in my
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view, either u Aegrev of casual administration
which should not be toierated or a lock of know.
ledge of the real facts on the part of those re.
sponsible.
The Contmissioner, in making those remarks,
probably was doing so after his considered
opinion of what he had seen for himself in
Broome, Derhvy and Wyndhawm. Like the
Cammissioner, 1 could not understand why
the department had for so long done nothing
of an active naturve. I suggest it was the
hush-hush poliey on the part of the Com-
missioner of Public Health and the Chief
Protector of Aborigines. Shortly after I
hecame member for Kimberley there were
live known eages of leprosy in the Derby
district, After much correspondence between
the various departments and the loecal road
board, the road loard resigned in a hody
as a protest against the inaetivity of the
departmenl and the Government of the day.
Since then many more cases of leprosy have
been discovered but to show the hush-hush
poliev it reference to leprosy and to show
that the road board bad a genuine griev-
ance, I want to quote some extracts from
the correspondence hetween the department
and the road board. Karly in that corre-
spondence  the Commissioner of Public
Health, on the 26th April, 1923, wrote fo
the Berby Road Board, as follows:—
Leprosy is a disease of very Jow infectivity,
and an extremely small proportion of contacts
cver contract the disease and then, generally,
only after very prolonged and very close per-
sonal assaciation with a leper. I'nm many coun-
tries, yvou are doubtless aware, lepers are not
even segregated.
Of course there have heen differcuces aof
apinion amengst medical practitioners, and
so I wish to read an extract from a letter
written hy the Acting Princij.al Medieal
Officer, Dr. Mitchell, in 1927 when the Com-
missioner for Public Health, Dr. Atkinson,
was away¥ on leave. Dr. Mitehell wrote to
the road board in this strain—

As you are aware, leprosy is defined by the
Health Act as a dangerous infectious disease,
and it is not considered reasonable to keep de-
finite eases at Broome for such long periodas.

As showing that snecessive Ministers for
Health are influenced by the opinion of
their officers, this is what was written by
the then Minister for Health, Mr. Latham,
in Febrnary, 1933, to the Broome Road
Board—

[ quite agrce with you that the discoverv of
these cases, particularly those in Broome, is

disturbing to your Board and the local resi.
dents. Nevertheless the statements previously
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made by the Commissioner of Public Health in
regard to the low infectivity of leprosy are
hasically correct. However, T agrce that some
aetion should he taken with a view to examining
the community.

And the present Minister for Health, Mr.
Munsie, wrote in a similar strain. Person-
ally 1 do not agree that this low infectivity
theory is eorrect. Fite was the total num-
ber of cases ten vears ago, but since then,
without and  svstematie examination, 80
definite cases have been transferred to
Darwin, two have been discharged ns cured
and at present there are 46 known eases in
this State. So this disease is spreading
fast and in fen years the known cases have
risen to a total of 133. The only exam-
inations made have been of a casual char-
acter by the local docors at Broome and
Darby, and T think at one or twe stations
which, being on the road, were easily ac-
cessible to a visiting medico. Apart from
that, there bave been no examinations
whatever. In 1927 1 wrote to the Minis-
ter controlling aborigines and peinted out
that from my own observaiions and from
information received, the natives along the
North-West coast between Broome and
Wyndham were reeking with various di-
seases, and that if the department were
not in a position to appoint a medieal offi-
-er to examine those natives and treat them,
chere were a couple of beachcombers in the
listriet prepared to administer medicine to
lhe natives free of charge, if the depart-
nent would supply that medicine. After
1 couple of months I received a reply from
the then Minister econtrolling aborigines.
n his letter he said that from inguiries
nade by the Chief Protecior of Aborigines
1e wag pleased to be able to inform me that
. had been misinformed. I took that as
eing akin to a lot of departmental in-
|uiries, namely a little white-washing.
Later I asked the Minister where this in-
ormation had been reeeived, and he told
ne the Chief Protector had written fo the
wrotector at the Beagle Bay Mission, 90
niles from Broome, and to the supervisor
t the Port George Mission, The latter,
£ course, would have some idea as to the
wmber of natives suffering from disease in
is distriet, but the other gentleman, who
1ade the report to the department, had
ever been within 700 miles of the distriet
o which I refer. He was withont medical
nowledge and was the last in the world
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the natives would go to if sick. Right
throogh the eoastal couniry where these
diseases are coming from, in faet right
along that coast, the natives are not in
touch with ecivilisation, except that ocea-
sionally they stray inland to somne stations
in the Derby district. But the majority
of the natives that have hec¢n collected up
to date have been seeured through infor-
mation given by native leper patients in
hospital and who, hecoming confidential,
have reported to the doctor or the matron
where other natives suffering from the
same disease are to be found. I have re-
lated the methods adopted up fo date, the
methods that will continwe until Furthe-
attention is given to the subjeet. I wang
members o realise the serions position em-
phasised by the inerease of leprosy during
the last few years, and the further increase
that is bound to take place unless the
disease is cleaned up. Knowing that the
Royal Commissioner’s veport had been
handed to the Governmnent, and a medieal
practitioner appointed to examine the na-
tives, I expected some further action, until
I read in the newspaper that the Commis.
sioner of Public Health, Dr, Atkinson, had
said that Dr. Davis—who has been ap- °
pointed to examine and treat the natives np
North—would probably make his head-
quarters in Perth and would carry out a
survey of the natives in the South and
Sonth-West. Dr. Atkinson went on to ex-
plain that it would he of no vse sending
Dr. Davis North until the lazarette, to be
erected near  Derby. was completed.
I shall be surprised if the present Minis-
ter for Health allows that kind of thing
to go on. I ecould not imagine thab that
would be agreed to, unless for the purpose
of extending the hush-hush policy of the
Commissioner of Public Health of the
State. We know there are ahorigines in
other parts of the State, but leprosy has
never been heard of in those districts. The
Commissioner of Public Health says he is
waiting for the building of the lazarette.
Anything but practical aetivity! It does
not alter the fact that while we are wait-
ing, the disease is spreading. I hope the
Minister will see to it that the medical

practitioner who has been appointed
to examine fthe natives of the North
does not make a comfortable office

for himself in TPerth, and does not go
around examining the natives in the South
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first, but will go where the Jeprosy is, and
get the disease cleaned up. We are going
to bave the spectacle of three parts of the
race being wiped out by leprosy unless it
is checked and checked quickly. I am con-
cerned about the people who have to live
and work among-t the dread disease. The
longer it continues, the greater nre the
chances of white residents of the North eon-
tracting it. One white perzon in the taza-
rette at DPerby has been suffering from
leprosy for years. If one white can cateh
the discase, othews ean.

Mr. Thorn: There are three ai Wooroloo.

Mr. COVERLEY: Yes. Unfortunately,
one of them come From the North,

Hon., C. G. Latham: And one
Queensland.

Mr. COVERLEY: 1 have ag much faith
in the report on leprosy of Dr. Miichell as
in that of Dr. Atkinson. I Dhelieve that
leprosy is a disease that can be confracted
by whites.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Certainly.

Mr, COVERLEY: I do not want the
disease to spread any further; I want to
see it checked as soon as possible. Nohody
kuows but that the Chief Protector himself
tight not contract 1. He has been travel-
ling in the Nortl' in motor cars that had
been nsed for the transport of leners from
one Government station to another, and he
might easily contract it and spread it tfo
the metropolitan area. If it appeared in
the metropolitan area, some action would
quick)y he taken. I want :ction taken at
Derby now to prevent any spread. Even
the Chief Protector has become concerned
about the =pread of the disesse in recent
vears. I do not think he realized until
intely how it had spread During my tour
T saw enough of leprosy and other diseases
amongst the natives to last me a lifetime,
It there is any further delay in dealing with
the disease, | shall be compeli:i fo invite
the Minister for Health iv go to the North
und sce for himself. Then very early aetion
would he taken. Regarding the report of
the Royal Commissioner, as T n2id at the
outset, I do not agree with everv detail, but
in my opinior, it is a sound, practical re-
port. The first racommendation is—

The appointment of divisional protectors as
permanent ofticinls,

from

I entirely agree with that because it
will entail appointments for three differ-
ent distriets. I do not know that a medi-
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eal man is required. There are medical
men in different districts who attend to
native ailments, We have ¢quite a lot of
white settiements in the North without
medical services, and I think they are
more important than the native race. An
intelligent person with some knowledge of
the natives, I helieve, could eontrol them
as protector. The State is too large for
one protector to handle. The bhlacks are
peeuliar people. Tn each district, the
South-West, the Murchison, the Tower
North-West and the Far North, there are
different classes of natives, Travelling in-
speetors have no power to grant permits
without reference to Perth, and this means
that when persons desire permits, the busi-
ness is held up untit the correspondence is
sent to the Chief Protector in Perth. A
divisional protector in the XNorth could
give a decision and the bnsiness could be
fixted up at onee. T can agree with the
Commissioner’s recommendation No. 2 pro-

vided that No. 1 becomes operative. Ne,
2 recommendation provides—
A reduction in number of honorary ypro-

tectors and the abolition of police protectors.

I admit that the police, as a rule, are the
prosecutors, and that the tendeney of abo-
rigines is to be afraid of the police. I
consider that the police have done excep-
tionally good work and have assisted the
department in direetions where it would
be too expensive to gei the work done by
other than honorary protectors and police.

No. 3 recommendation reads—

Proclamation of an additioval reserve north
of Leopold Rauges to be a permanent reserve
exclusivelv for aborigines.

I entirvely disagree with that recommenda-
tion because I consider that the Aborigines
Department have ample reservations in the
Kimberley district. If we dole out reserves
for aborigines indiseriminately, there will

he little or no room left for settle-
ment. The officials are not  had
judges of land when they apply

for a reservation; they generally seleet a
rather choice spot. The departinent have
nearly 4,000,000 acres of country reserved
in the Kimberlev distriet. Those reserves
are subjeet to alteration. The Chief Pro-
tector might throw up some of the land
to-morrow and fake up more the next day.
No further reservations should be made until
the whole of that coastal country has heen
examined by the Tropieal Adviser and areas
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seleeted for setilement. My helief is that
the native races are dying out, and that it
will not be many years before they will
need none of the veserves. T have not
noticed any comment on that aspect in the
Reoyal Commissioner’s report, but for some
years I have made nofes, and my statistics
show that for every three births in the Kim-
herleys during the past seven years, there
have heen 27 deaths. Members can work
out for themselves how long will elapse at
that rate before the race becomes extinet.
When one is travelling throngh the North,
it is surprising how few picaninnies are
seen on the stations or on the Government
settlements. An important reason why no
further reservations should he granted is
that they will definiiely hinder settlement.
A married man with a family went np the
coast in a lugger and selected a hloek of
land. He thought be could make a bome
and a living for his wife and family. He
applied for the block, and in due fime dis-
covered that he was camped on a native
reserve. He grew a few tons of peanuis
and some bananas and did very well for
12 months, but as he could not obtain pos-
session of the land and was hindered in
every way, he left the property to a hrother.
The brother was single, and eonld afford to
battle and dodge the policc and others who
made things uncomfortable. The brother is
still there. He made an agreement with the
Aborigines Department to lease the hlock
at £5 a vear until such time as he was given
instruetions to leave. I understand that he
is to receive instruetions this year and must
then leave. T have another instance to show
how definitely the progress of settlement is
hindered. A half-caste named Willy Reid
has been on the eoast for the last 12 or 15
vears. He hears a very good reputation,
pays 20s. in the pound and interferes with
nobody. He selected a block 20 miles from
one mission and 190 miles From another,
but he is on a temporary reserve for abori-
gines. He cannot get any lease, right or
title to the block. This man is & credit to
himself and to the community. He has
about 220 mango trees, 48 enstard apple
trees, 300 hanana suckers, and some paw-
paws, and he grows peanuts and almost
every vegetable that ean he mentioned.

Mr. Sampson: Do those tropieal fruits
flourish there?

Mr. COVERLEY: They are doing ex-
ceptionally well. This man has never asked
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for assistance from the Government or any-
one clse, and he leads a good white man's
life. The important point is that if that
man can make a suecess of it, others could
do the same. One of the problems that has
heen worrying leaders of thought for a long
time is, what are we going to do with the
talf-caste population? In the towns of the
North-West eoast, the greatest diffieulty to
he dealt with is that of the half-caste. There
seems to be liltle or no room for them in
employment. Most of the station work is
done by aborigines. Most of the pearling
and pearl-fishing is done by Asiaties. What
are we going to do with the half-castes?
Here is an opportunity to establish them on
the land where they will become deeent eciti-
zens. If we do the right thing—the de-
partment was inaugurated to uplift the
ahoriginal and half-easte races—we should
assist Lhem to get homes where they will
seltle eontentedlv. No further reservations
should bhe granted until the Tropical Ad-
viser ascertains what can be done and what
areas are required for white settlement. We
should not hand over the land holus-bolvs
to the aboriginal race. The 9,000,000 acres
of reserves in the Kimberley distriect are
ample for the time being. I am sure the
Minister for Agvieulture will agree that. if
there are any good areas available, they
shonld be open to settlement by white people.
Recommendations Nos. 4 to @ are practically
of a minor nature, exeept the reference to
making existing reserves permanent reserves
exclusivelv for aborigines. They should not
he ereated until such time as investigation
is made fo defermine what portion of the
country will he thrown open for selection.
Recommendation No, 10 reads—
Accommaodation for medical amd surgieal
treatment of natives at all hospitals i distriets
where natives are loeated.
T think that a word has been omitted from
the, recommendation and that it should
read ‘‘separate accommodation.”” Recom-
mendation 11 proposes the establishment
of a medical c¢linie at Moola Bulla. I do
not agree with that proposal. Probably 1
have some information which was not
available fo the Roval Commissivner when
e made that recommendation. To estab-
lish a eclinic at Moola Bulla would cost a
faip amount of money, and a doctor hold-
ing a degree in tropical diseases is about
to be established at a wmission 22 miles
from Moola Bulla. The doctor is now on
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his way, and in a month’s time he will be
established there. Shortness of money is
the old excuse of the Chief Protector, given
frequently before the Royal Commission.
Here is an opportunity for the Government
to save some money, and I hope the Trea-
surer will see that the money is saved.
1 entirely disagree with the Royal Commis-
sioner’s recommendation No. 21, for the
establishment of a special court for the
trial of natives. It would be a2 woeful
waste of money to appoint special magis-
trates and constitute special courts for tri-
bal disputes. I can easily imagine the fun
the Minister for Justice would have in
looking for someone with a knowledge of
tribal grievances and tribal languages, and
consequent ability to square up tribal dif-
ferenees. The Commissioner must have
been in a generous mood when he made
that recommendation. I have now quoted
recommendations with which I agree and
also those with whieh T disagree. I am
especially pleased that all the slanderous
statements regarding cruelty and condi-
tions of slavery have utterly failed to he
substantiated by th2 erities who were so
free with their comments hefore the Com-
mission was appointed. They were, at
best, merely exaggerated general state-
ments, no definite charges being made.
Further, no definite evidence of slavery or
eruelty was given before the Royal Com-
mission. I hope that the eritics in ques-
tion will now be satisfied, and that in fu-
ture they will pause before making defama-
tory statements concerning decent people
in the North. Tinally, I trust the Minis-
ter will see that the appointment of a duly
qualified medieal practitioner for Derby
will be expedited in order to cheeck the
spread of that loathesome disease leprosy.

Progress reported,

House adjonrned at 930 pm.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—DAIRY PRODUCTS
MARKETING BOARD.

Charges on Farm Bulter.

Hon. H. V. PIESSE asked the Chief Seec-
retary: 1, Do the Government consider it
reasonable to charge a levy of 2%d. per b,
plus  one-half per cent. administration
charge, on farm bntter when the makers of
farm butter have no possible chance of par-
ticipating in the premium paid by the Mar-
keting Board? 2, Are the Government
aware that the money collected from this
souree is utilised for the benefit of the
South-West factories in paying a premium
of 1d. on choice butter? 3, Does the Min-
ister consider the Board is carrying out the
wishes of PParliament in making the levy
apply to farm butter producers who make
less than 20 ibs. of butter per week? 4,
Do the Government consider that the admin-
istration of the Marketing Board is equit-
able, and are they aware of the faet that
a certain section of the manufacturers who
cold-store butter will have such butter sold
without any marketing costs? 5, Are the
Government awzre that the producers of
butter fat from York to Denmark, and from
Northam to Geraldton, have no direct rep-
resentation on the Board ¥

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
This is governed by Sections 29 and 30 of
the Dairy Products Marketing Aet. Under
these sections the amount of the eontribu-
tion for sfabilisation and administration
purposes is determined. 2, No. The pre-
mium for choice butter is paid as authorised
by Section 41, and is not limited to South-
West factories. 3, The Act exempts pro-



